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The topic, Hedy Lamarr: The Inventor, ties into the 2021 National History Day theme, 

“Communication: The Key To Understanding.” This is because Hedy Lamarr invented a secret 

communications system with George Anthiel. Without that invention Wi-Fi, GPS, and Bluetooth 

might not have been invented. Then where would we be without these systems. People, now 

more than ever, are using these systems while the global COVID-19 pandemic is still a threat. 

Before I chose my topic for History Day, I thought that it would be simpler to do my 

report on a person. At first I was thinking about some people that were conservantionists for the 

environment. However, I came across Hedy Lamarr in a book and I thought that she and her 

communication system would be a good choice considering this year’s theme. I wanted to learn 

more about her film career and how a movie star could devise such an innovative invention. So, I 

began my research. 

I conducted my research by finding most of my secondary sources first and then 

determining which sources provided the best information. Then, I searched online but there were 

not many adequate primary sources. I found primary sources at the Theodore M. Hesburgh 

Library at the University of Notre Dame. Afterwards, I had found the correct sources and began 

collecting my research. 

I created an individual website through NHD Web Central. When I began making my 

website, I started working on the home page and then getting the other pages done in the time 

frame that my teacher, Ms. Turnock, gave me. I then proceeded to add text, multimedia, and 

links to the different pages of the website on each page. It was a long and tedious process, but I 

persevered. 
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