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Annotation: This report discusses violations of reactor design plans and the 
disintegration of load-bearing concrete due to extreme temperatures and 
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Annotation: this was a very helpful document for the timeline because it shows 
when they finally evacuated the area when they acknowledged the severity of the 
disaster.  

 
Drone Snap. “Chernobyl / Pripyat, Ukraine � - by Drone [4K].”  YouTube, 
uploaded by Drone Snap, 8 Nov. 2019, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8reRjMuaVk. 
 
Annotation: This is really good drone footage of the abandoned and uninhibited 
city of Pripyat.  This will be helpful for our website to show how the city looks 
now. 
 
Times Wire Service. “EXCERPTS FROM GORBACHEV'S SPEECH ON 
CHERNOBYL ACCIDENT.” New York Times, 15 May 1986, p. Section A, pg 10. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1986/05/15/world/excerpts-from-gorbachev-s-speech-o
n-chernobyl-accident.html 

 
Annotation: This article from New York Times in May of 1986 discusses 
Gorbachev’s speech about Chernobyl.   Gorbachev defends the handling of 
Chernobyl.  He says other countries are spreading misinformation.  This shows 
how the Soviets are being defensive and secretive. 

 

Golinkin, Lev. “The Lasting Effects of the Post-Chernobyl Parade.” Time, TIME 
USA, 30 Apr. 2016 time.com/4313139/post-chernobyl-parade 

Annotation: First person account that talks about how Soviets held a parade 
with children in Ukraine even though they knew there was high amounts of 
radiation in the air. 

            Holland, Oscar Cnn. “Photographs Capture an Abandoned World inside the 
Chernobyl Exclusion Zone.” CNN, CNN, 25 Nov. 2020, 
edition.cnn.com/style/article/david-mcmillan-chernobyl/index.html. 

Annotation: This is a collection of photos that shows an abandoned city of 
Pripyat and how quickly people left and were never allowed to go back.  This will 
be a good resource for our website. 

            Learish, Jessica. “Chernobyl: Horrifying Photos of Chernobyl Nuclear Plant 
Accident and Its Aftermath.” CBS News, CBS interactive, 1 June 2019, 
www.cbsnews.com/pictures/horrifying-photos-of-chernobyl-and-its-aftermath/14. 

Annotation: This website shows photos from the aftermath of Chernobyl and will 
provide good content for our website. 
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"A.N. Makukhin, 'Concerning the accident at unit Nº 4of the Chernobyl AEhS 
[Atomic Power Station]'," April 26, 1986, History and Public Policy Program 
Digital Archive, Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Dmitriĭ Antonovich 
Volkogonov papers, 1887-1995, mm97083838. Translated by Gary Goldberg. 
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/115341 

Annotation: This document records the message that the Soviet minister of 
power and electrification initially sent when he reported the explosion to fire to 
the health department.  He appears to downplay the severity of the problem 
which was disastrous to the first responders who weren’t prepared to deal with 
radiation..  This shows how critical time was lost because of misdirection. 

 
“Message of Evacuation the City of Pripyat (1986).” YouTube, uploaded by The 
Darco, 6 Mar. 2020, www.youtube.com/watch?v=36jeGkN4oOQ. 
 
Annotation: We found this audio message of evacuation for the city of Pripyat 
(1986).  This message went out over a loudspeaker on April 27th, 36 hours after 
the explosion had occurred.  We can use this for our website opening.  

           Miller-McCune. “At Chernobyl, It Was All under Control.” Grist, 22 Mar. 2011, 
grist.org/energy-policy/2011-03-21-at-chernobyl-it-was-all-under-control. 

Annotation: A huge document concerning the reactions of the people and just 
how the information finally reached the people. It also shows how they had to eat 
and drink with all the radiation around them and all the worries they had. 

“NOVA | Spies That Fly | Spy Photos That Made History: U.S.S.R. (Chernobyl) | 
PBS.” NOVA, NOVA Publishing, www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/spiesfly/phot_04.html. 
Accessed 21 Jan. 2021. 
 
Annotation: These are the first spy photos that allowed the world to see there 
was an explosion in Chernobyl.  This helps us see that the USSR was trying to hide 
the situation. 

 Parry, Vivienne. “How I Survived Chernobyl.” The Guardian, Guardian Unlimited, 
26 Nov. 2017, www.theguardian.com/world/2004/aug/24/russia.health. 

Annotation: This is a firsthand account of Sasha Yuvchenko working at the 
power plant on the night of the world's worst nuclear disaster. One of his 
workmates was vaporised and three others died within weeks. This helps show 
how chaotic and unprepared workers were in the moments after the explosion. 

          “Pripyat-City.Ru – Всё о Городе Припять.” Pripyat-City, Pripyat-city, 
pripyat-city.ru. Accessed 10 Jan. 2021. 
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Annotation: This website is mostly in Russian but it has an extensive photo 
library of what life was like before and after Chernobyl in the city of Pripyat.  This 
will be very helpful for our website. 

Nikitins. “CIA Video Briefing for Reagan: Chernobyl Disaster.” YouTube, 
uploaded by Nikitter, 3 Nov. 2011, www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFevQANQjOI. 

 
Annotation: This video claims to be a declassified CIA video that was prepared 
for Ronald Regan to explain and give context to the Soviets handling of 
Chernobyl and why they wanted to keep it quiet.  

 Pulitzer Center. “Natalia Manzurova: Chernobyl Survivor.” YouTube, uploaded by 
Pulitzer Center, 26 Apr. 2011, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Y7BgEOzXYY&feature=youtu.be. 

Annotation: First person translated account with a Chernobyl Survivor who 
worked in the power plant.  Will be a useful resource for the website. 

Reuters Editorial. “The Chernobyl Disaster.” U.S., Reuters, 24 Mar. 2011, 
www.reuters.com/news/picture/the-chernobyl-disaster-idINRTR2KBXJ. 

Annotation: This source had really good pictures from before and during the 
clean-up of the area around Chernobyl. 

"Colonel A.I. Samoilov, Head of the 3rd Department of the 6th Service of the 
KGB Administration of the USSR for the City of Moscow, 'Information about 
Several Problems in the Use of Atomic Energy Stations in the USSR'," May 20, 
1983, History and Public Policy Program Digital Archive, HDA SBU, f. 11, spr. 
992, t. 6. Originally published by the Center for Research into the Liberation 
Movement (TsDVR) together with the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv at 
http://avr.org.ua/index.php/viewDoc/24461/.  
 
Annotation: This document discusses weaknesses in the technical designs of 
nuclear power plants in the USSR and their potential consequences, concluding 
that the Leningrad, Kursk, and Chernobyl plants are extremely dangerous.  This 
shows the issues with the plant before the disaster were known. 
 
Sanchez, Gabriel. “14 Apocalyptic Pictures From The Aftermath Of Chernobyl.” 
BuzzFeed News, BuzzFeed, 13 June 2019, 
www.buzzfeednews.com/article/gabrielsanchez/14-apocalyptic-pictures-from-the-
aftermath-of-chernobyl. 
 
Annotation: This site has a collection of erie Chernobyl abandoned photos and 
will work well for our website. 
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"Seventh Directorate of the MIA of the USSR to the Minister of Internal Affairs of 
the Ukrainian SSR, Colonel-General Gladush I.D., 'Report on the Results of the 
Study of Public Opinion in connection with the Accident at the Chernobyl AEhS'," 
April 30, 1986, History and Public Policy Program Digital Archive, Archive of the 
Ukrainian National Chornobyl Museum. Contributed by Anna Korolevska and 
Adam Higginbotham. Translated by Gary Goldberg. 
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/208412 

Annotation: A letter written to the Minister of Interior Affairs from communist 
secret police that were spying in Ukrainan cities after Chernobyl.  This is a helpful 
source because it shows that ukranian people were scared because of 
misinformation and many rumours were starting. 

 
Speakers, Larry, "Statement by Principal Deputy Press Secretary Speakes on 
the Soviet Nuclear Reactor Accident at Chernobyl," Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library, Public Papers, Reagan Library (accessed 18 April 2007). 

 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/statement-principal-deputy-press-
secretary-speakes-soviet-nuclear-reactor-1 
 
Annotation: This source was a direct statement from the Reagan White House 
about Chernobyl and the nuclear fallout around the world.  This is a good primary 
source because it shows the fear from the US that Russia was mishandling the 
situation and being secretive. 

 
Taylor, Alan. “Chernobyl Disaster: Photos From 1986.” The Atlantic, Atlantic, 3 
June 2019, 
www.theatlantic.com/photo/2019/06/chernobyl-disaster-photos-1986/590878. 
 
Annotation: This is a really powerful collection of photos that show what 
happened right after the explosion.  Will be a good resource for our website. 

 
“The Fall of the Soviet Union in Rare Pictures, 1991.” Rare Historical Photos, 
Rare Historical Photos, 
rarehistoricalphotos.com/fall-soviet-union-in-pictures-1991. 
 
Annotation: This is a collection of photos we can use for our timeline to show 
the end of the Soviet Era. 

 
The Guardian. “Chernobyl Nuclear Disaster Â in Pictures.” The Guardian, 23 May 
2019, 
www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2011/apr/26/chernobyl-nuclear-disast 
er-in-pictures. 
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Annotation: These photos are pictures taken during the first few weeks after the 
explosion. These will be helpful to show the first hand documents of people living 
through the disaster. 
 

“U.S. on Nuclear Safety at the IAEA BoG, Agenda Item 2(a) & (b) | USUNVIE.” 
U.S. Mission to International Organizations in Vienna, IEAE, 
vienna.usmission.gov/u-s-statement-to-the-iaea-board-of-governors-statement-saf
ety-march2019 
 
Annotation:  I wanted this photo for my timeline of the IAEA commission 
meeting. 
 
"Untitled report by Lt. Col. V.P. Alekseyev and Major V.D. Kohan on Radiation 
Levels," April 28, 1986, History and Public Policy Program Digital Archive, 
Archive of the Ukrainian National Chornobyl Museum. Contributed by Anna 
Korolevska and Adam Higginbotham. Originally obtained from the Sectoral State 
Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. Translated by Gary 
Goldberg. https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/208408 
 
Annotation: This primary source helps us learn that government officials were 
tracking and gamma radiation levels and realizing that the levels were quickly 
reaching catastrophic levels. 
 
"VCh Message from Moscow, dated 18:20, 21 May 1986," May 21, 1986, History 
and Public Policy Program Digital Archive, Archive of the Ukrainian National 
Chornobyl Museum. Contributed by Anna Korolevska and Adam Higginbotham. 
Originally obtained from the Central Archive of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine. 
Translated by Gary Goldberg.  
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/208413 
 
Annotation:  A helpful primary document that shows the actual message the 
minister of health sent to try and cover up the real danger presented. 
 
"P.P. Volkov's Report to the Central Committee of Ukrainian Communist Party," 
April 27, 1986, History and Public Policy Program Digital Archive, Archive of the 
Ukrainian National Chornobyl Museum. Contributed by Anna Korolevska and 
Adam Higginbotham. Originally obtained from the Central State Archives of 
Public Organizations of Ukraine. Translated by Gary Goldberg. 
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/208406 
 
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/208406 

 
Annotation: This document shows the first evacuation order that went out 
internally from the government to begin to take citizens out of Pripyat.  This 
document shows the time of the order given on April 26th didn’t begin until 
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1:30pm on April 27th.  This helps show how inefficient the evacuation process 
was. 

            Willsher, Kim. “The Truth about Chernobyl? I Saw It with My Own Eyes….” The 
Guardian, The Guardian, 16 Dec. 2019, 
www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/16/chernobyl-was-even-worse-than
-tv-series-kim-willsher. 

Annotation: This article was written by a reporter that covered the disaster and 
then visited Soviet Union.  She discussed the lengths the Soviets took to down 
play and hide how bad the situation was. 
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