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“Wir sind das Volk.” We are the people. This was chanted by protesters during the Monday 

Demonstrations in Leipzig, Germany, pleading with their government for freedom.  The most important 

and successful protest, known as the Miracle of Leipzig, was a major factor to the fall of the Berlin Wall, 

the collapse of the German Democratic Republic, and eventually, German reunification, which is the 

migration of hundreds of thousands of people traveling to and from East Germany and West Germany and 

other European countries. Through their actions, the citizens of Leipzig loudly communicated their 

dissatisfaction with the GDR, but it wasn’t just their government taking notice, other European countries 

living behind the Iron Curtain were inspired to action as well. The Monday Demonstrations are a series of 

protests that the citizens of Leipzig Germany organized to fight communism in East Germany that lead to 

the fall of the Berlin Wall. This topic is very important in history because the protests caused the collapse 

of a communist government, and freed hundreds of thousands of people stuck in East Germany. With the 

theme in mind this year, we knew we wanted to focus on certain protests that were important to History. 

So, when looking through historic protests of the world, we came across the Monday Demonstrations, 

interesting us due to just how impactful the citizens' communication was.  

When first conducting early stages of research we gathered broad information, we tried to learn as 

much about the what, when, and where so later we could learn about the why and how. We went to our 

local library, and researched German News channels. We came across a protester who was at the Monday 

Demonstrations, Katrin Hattenhauer. We ended up interviewing Katrin and she gave us amazing, specific 

answers. She really helped us understand what it was like to be at the protest, and to be protesting. Our 

understanding and appreciation of the topic has grown a lot with our research. We have begun to 

understand the amount of danger the protesters were in. 

We chose the website category because the topic had a lot of media, pictures, and we felt that the 

word limit best fit our needs. NHDWebCentral was new to both of us, so the beginning phases of website 

building were a learning experience. There were some challenges along the way, we lost one page of our 

website, also learning to adapt to NHDWebCentral under these different circumstances. But, as we were 

 



faced with these problems, we also gained unique problem solving skills, and our knowledge of 

technology and teamwork have grown. 

The Monday Demonstrations had  many different ways of communication, from the protesters 

communicating with each other, to the protesters showing other countries around the world what fighting 

an unfair government can do. The communication throughout the entirety of the Monday Demonstrations 

not only helped bring down the Berlin Wall but also reunified Germany. Free elections, peace and unity, 

were all provided to a country that was in desperate need of it. 
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