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 Process Paper 

 Why We Chose Our Topic 

 While looking into the history of a topic of shared interest, stop-motion 

 animation, we discovered legendary Ray Harryhausen. A pioneer, Harryhausen changed 

 animation and movie-making for the future when he developed a brand-new technique, 

 known as Dynamation. He crossed a frontier in fantasy storytelling, inviting audiences 

 into his imagination, inspiring some of today’s most prominent names in filmmaking. 

 Because of Dynamation, movie-making was thrust into the future. This had a great 

 impact on us because we are motivated to be innovators and world changers. He simply 

 inspires us. 

 How We Conducted Our Research 

 We researched a variety of sources including online articles, three fascinating 

 books (an autobiography, a biography, and one co-authored by Harryhausen), which 

 proved very educational about Harryhausen’s work and influence. We took notes on all 

 sources, including a documentary we watched several times. We spent time after school 

 working with our teacher, getting feedback, and had the opportunity to watch  Jason and 

 the Argonauts  in an historic theater.  As our enthusiasm grew, we viewed another 

 Harryhausen film. We reached out to the Ray and Diana Harryhausen Foundation in 

 London, and the Board agreed to hold an enlightening online interview with the 

 Collections Manager, Connor Heaney. He shared stories about Ray and helped us gain a 



 greater appreciation for who Harryhausen was as an artist and human being. In 

 addition, he generously sent us multiple images from the foundation’s private collection. 

 How We Created Our Project 

 Website design, a useful skill, interested us most. After researching 

 Harryhausen’s life, career progression, and legacy we started working with the website 

 builder. We compiled our research and composed an outline.  Then, we began to format 

 our website. An important part of our project has been making multiple revisions. We 

 took feedback from the Regional and State judges, researched more, and strengthened 

 our argument. We met with a professional tech expert to gain a better understanding of 

 the website builder to better utilize the tools. 

 Our Historical Argument 

 Harryhausen, one of the most skilled and influential special effects pioneers in 

 history, created Dynamation and used it to make extravagant fantasies that crossed the 

 frontier of special effects in the time before CGI. Audiences were taken on the adventure 

 of a lifetime when they viewed his movies. As a pioneer in special effects, he certainly 

 crossed a frontier, changing filmmaking forever. Although most of his animation style 

 has been replaced by CGI, there is still hope that some will recognize the caliber of his 

 work and create their own. 



 How Our Topic Is Significant 

 Harryhausen single-handedly proved that hard work, focus, and dedication can 

 change your life. These characteristics made him a pioneer in movie-making and left a 

 lasting legacy. Many “big names” in Hollywood say that Harryhausen greatly influenced 

 their work. Dynamation inspired others to make their own techniques, such as 

 modern-day CGI. Harryhausen was one of the most important artists in the history of 

 filmmaking, revolutionizing the future of movies, and instilling joy in everyone’s heart. 
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