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British Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill’s speech, “We Shall Fight on the Beaches”,

was one of many great turning points in history (Churchill). Winston Churchill delivered his

speech after the Dunkirk Evacuation on June 04, 1940 at the House of Commons (Churchill).

The speech impacted morale and provided hope to the World War II Allied forces that the war

could be won (History.com Editors). Churchill’s speech did not just have a short term effect; it

also had a long term effect (National WWII Museum). The speech influenced the Allied forces

several years later when fighting in the last battle of World War II, the Battle of Okinawa on June

22, 1945 (National WWII Museum). Churchill’s speech was important because it showed the

determination of Great Britain despite the odds against them (“A Brave Speech”).

Last summer I traveled to London, England where I had the opportunity to visit the

Churchill War Rooms. While I was in the war rooms I learned about World War II and how

Churchill played a major role in the community and world. Which is why I chose one of Winston

Churchill’s speeches called “We Shall Fight on the Beaches”. By having selected that speech my

goal was to learn how the speech “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” affected London and all

Allied communities during the long run of World War II.

I conducted my research by first finding websites devoted to Winston Churchill like the

National Churchill Society, then by finding websites that contain information about him like the

New York Times “A Brave Speech”. Finally I found articles from the time periods before the

Dunkirk Battle. The most useful primary source was the New York Times article called “A Brave

Speech” because it helped me see what the public's opinion was about Winston Churchill's “We

shall Fight on the Beaches”. The other primary source that was useful was the transcription of

Winston Churchill’s speech “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” because it showed that Churchill

was sincerely addressing the public with his promises to help win World War II.
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I created my website using the layout of organized sections starting with the home, thesis,

background, impact, influence, importance, timeline, and process paper page. For the design of

the website I had the color scheme of white, black, and different shades of blue, because of the

ironic fact that Churchill’s speech is called “We Shall Fight on the Beaches”. I used four images

to show the event during WWII, I did so because it helps put an image of what was really going

on during that time.
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