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I chose my topic because I knew that the steam engine was one of the first monumental 

inventions, alongside the power loom and the water wheel. I knew that there would be lots of 

information on it to dive into. It relates to the annual theme because it was the revolution of the 

century and many people and industries reacted differently to it. We can still see the reforms 

today.​ 

I conducted my research by using search engines like Google, Google Scholar, Yale 

Learning and other encyclopedias. I found it slightly frustrating because there were not many 

primary sources for my topic and I wasted a lot of time on the different archives trying to find 

sources. 

I created my project by using a writing organizer to organize my research and then I 

added transitions and spacing so that it became one big essay. Then I created this website and 

split my writing into different pages. The website was pretty hard to figure out because of the 

complex mechanics, but I had help and ended up figuring it out. 

My historical argument is that the steam engine was such a monumental invention that without it, 

we would lose decades of advancement and innovation.  

The steam engine powered the industrial revolution, one of the main things that made the 

industrial revolution, so "revolutionary". Without the steam engine, society wouldn't be the same, 

we would lose centuries of industrialization and many of the inventions and ideas that came with 

it.  
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