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Process Paper

Choosing my topic

When I started my NHD project, I was originally going to be with one of my friends but

we wanted to do different topics so we ended up splitting up. After that, I thought about what

topic I wanted to do now that I was working solo. I wanted to do something about web series but

after a few searches I realized they did not meet the 20 years ago rule, so I decided to do the

browser wars, as I knew I wanted to do something more recent and about technology, and I

thought that it was a perfect fit for the theme turning points in history. After working on my slide

deck, where I created and shared an overview of my NHD research with my classmates, and

reviewing the sources that I had gathered, I noticed that they were more about search engines and

not browsers, so I switched to the rise of search engines, which was even a better fit to the theme.

Conducting research

My research was conducted primarily in business and tech magazines. My teacher, Mrs.

Doughty, helped guide my research, showing me how to use databases and narrow my search

with key phrases. When searching for sources I typed in keywords, often I could even type in

what I needed and I could find it. For newspapers, it was slightly more difficult to find but after

using newspapers.com I was successful in finding some primary sources.

Creating my project

This was one of the hardest parts as I had to learn how to make a website using

brand-new software. After I figured out how to use it, I made each page one at a time. First I

organized it and copied and pasted text from some of my previous organizers, I then summarized

my writing so I would not go over the word count. After all of that, I added my images to it and

cited all sources. I did a final edit of my website to correct spelling and grammar errors and to fix

formatting before I submitted my webpage.

Historical argument

Without search engines information would be much harder to find, I even used them to

make my website. With the creation of search engines, the everyday lives of people worldwide

have drastically changed, creating a true turning point in the ways that people access and share

information. Overall, the creation of Internet search engines was a massive turning point in the

digital age.
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Topic significance

Since people use search engines every single day their usage has become second nature,

which leads people to often take them for granted. Many people may not even know that the

internet did not always have search engines. It is important to appreciate how much the internet

has changed and how big of an impact this has had on all of our lives. It may also have the added

benefit of allowing people to learn how to use search engines more efficiently.
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trying to tell.
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https://history-computer.com/yahoo-guide/.
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https://www.sitecentre.com.au/blog/history-of-google-search#:~:text=Before%20Google
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This source gave me information specifically about Google and Chrome. It explained
Google's rise to the top.
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This source explained how the algorithm of search engines works in a simple way. It used
an easy-to-understand allegory about farmer markets.
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https://www.theverge.com/2019/12/4/20994361/google-alphabet-larry-page-sergey-brin-s
undar-pichai-co-founders-ceo-timeline.

I used this for information about the founders of Google as well as more information
about Google as a whole.
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https://medium.com/illumination/nine-search-engines-we-used-before-google-ruled-the-i
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on my website.
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https://www.businessinsider.com/google-history-in-photos-2016-10.
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https://history-computer.com/the-real-reason-ask-jeeves-failed-spectacularly/.

This source gave me a deep understanding of why Ask Jeeves failed, despite it being a
very good search engine for its time and revolutionizing search engines itself. It also gave
me even more information about Ask Jeeves in general.


