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As our group was searching for a topic for this year's History Day competition, the White
Rose immediately stood out to us as a heroic story that would fit well into this year’s theme,
Communication in History. “Long live freedom” were Hans Scholl's last words before he was
executed with his sister, Sophie, and friend, Christoph Probst. As members of a peaceful Hitler
resistance group, the White Rose tried to communicate their opposition to Nazi violence and
crimes through anti-fascist pamphlets and graphitti. Although the group was caught, their heroic
and dangerous actions still gave people hope that change would come. After their execution,
Allied forces dropped tens of thousands of the White Rose pamphlets all over Germany. They
were able to change many German citizens’ views of Hitler and the Nazis. Today, the White
Rose group is considered one of Germany’s many heroes.

Most of our research was done through books and websites. The websites we used were
more about the main idea of the White Rose. As we dug deeper, we found many books that were
helpful. One specific book we read, Sophie Scholl and the White Rose by Annette Dumbach and
Jud Newborn, was super helpful in that it had translated documents from the Scholl’s and
Christoph Probst’s (main members of the White Rose) trial. Another very helpful resource for
our project was our interview with Tanja Spitzer, who works for the National World War II
Museum. She grew up in Ulm, Germany and had a first hand experience of how the White Rose
group impacted Munich. Sophie Scholl- The Final Days, a movie made about the White Rose in
2006, gave a perspective about what it was like for the Scholls and Christoph during their
investigation, trial, and before the execution.

We felt that a website would be able to convey the story of the White Rose best. With the
uncertainty of Covid-19, and in person school, a website would be more convenient to do at

home. We liked that the website gave us the ability to have pictures, words, and videos. Also we



liked that it had a higher word count. We have definitely learned more about technology,
working together, and problem solving while putting together our website.

From 1942 to 1943 the White Rose communicated their anti-fascist message and proved
that anyone can make a difference peacfully no matter who they are or what circumstances
they’re in. The White Rose took a risk to share their opinions with as many people as they could.
Even if someone wasn’t personally connected to the White Rose, they were still hearing their
message. The White Rose resistance group was the perfect example of fighting for what you
believe no matter the consequences. Even at the end, the members never regretted their actions.
The White Rose was brave and honorable, which is why we chose their story for our project this

year.
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