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Process Paper

When we were first introduced to the theme of this year’s NHD project, turning
points in history, we wanted to find something all our group members could relate to.
For instance, one of our group members is Navajo, the other is familiar with mental
health, and we both are familiar with Native American history. So, considering this, we
researched events relevant to the theme and were within our interest, coming up with
the topic of boarding schools in New Mexico and how they affected Indigenous culture.
These schools were a huge turning point in U.S. history and Native American culture.

Before we started this project, we were already familiar with Indian boarding
schools in New Mexico. However, when we started looking for information, we did not
know precisely how Native Americans were affected by the nitty-gritty of what these
schools did or how they came into existence. So, keeping this in mind, we looked for
interviews of Native attendees sharing their stories, medical /health journals writing
about the mental and long-term effects, government documents/records that gave
information on the amount of children deaths and the U.S’s motivations, and news
reports about the philosophy of these schools and the more detailed descriptions of all
the sides of the story.

We first drafted an outline of our website by determining which of our sources
would support each argument. Then, we created a Google document that held all our
notes and slowly transformed those into our finished writing. Afterward, we organized
tasks that complemented our varied skill sets, such as one of our group members
programming the website and making it look aesthetically pleasing, fixing any
typographical errors, and so on. Lastly, with all our information organized and our
sources identified, we moved it all to NHDWebCentral, strategically placing images and
text in their respective places within the website software.



Throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries, federal American Indian
Boarding schools created a turning point in Native American history through the forced
assimilation of Indigenous children into white American society, the deliberate
destruction of Native American culture, the death of Native children, and a shift in
cultural perspectives of both Native and non-Native Americans. The forced separation of
Indigenous children from their families disrupted the intergenerational transmission of
traditional knowledge and values, which resulted in the ongoing loss of indigenous
languages, identity, and cultural heritage in Native American communities today.

The existence of Indian boarding schools and how they operated had a significant
impact on Native American culture and the perspectives of many people about Native
American rights overall. So, the schools created a turning point in history through the
deliberate destruction of Native American culture, syncretism of tribal cultures, the
deaths of many Native children, and a shift in cultural perspectives of both Native and
non-Native Americans.
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1800’s.
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https://www.humanitiestexas.org/archives/digital-repository/jefferson-confidential-m

essage-congress-concerning-western-exploration.

This source contains photographs of Thomas Jefferson’s confidential Message to
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interviewee and a Navajo tribe member), explains Laurie Luna’s experiences in a
non-reformed Indian boarding school in Salt Lake City. We chose to conduct this
interview because it provided us with a first-hand account of what happened in Indian
Boarding Schools, as well as how they have affected today’s generation.
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This recovered photograph depicts a group of Indian boarding school students
standing at the entrance of the Chemawa Indian Training School. The image helped us
show just how many Native Americans attended Indian boarding schools in the 1800’s
through 1900’s.
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This source provided us with a picture of the Indian boarding school at Fort
Simcoe. We used it to show just one of the many Indian boarding schools in the U.S.

Myths Of The American West. “Native American Boarding Schools: Peace
Amongst Cultures or Generational Trauma?” Myths of the American West, WordPress,
13 Nov. 2015,
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This newspaper, from the late 18th century, depicts General Sherman abusing a
native American in a Boarding school. This image informed us of the propaganda
pictures posted in newspaper articles attempting to convince the general public that
Indian boarding schools were a good thing at the time.
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This source contains a photograph of the Dawes Act of 1887, as well as the
transcript for the text. It helped us understand one of the many laws enacted to support
Indian boarding schools and the government’s goal to gain land, and we used the image
to support this in our website.

National Endowment for the Humanities. “Albuquerque Evening Herald.
[Volume] (Albuquerque, New Mexico) 1911-1914, May 23, 1912, Page Five, Image 5.”
News about Chronlclmg America RSS, The Herald Publishing Co., 1912,

O&dateFllterT}me:yearRange&page: 1.

This Newspaper delves into the perspective of a past superintendent of an Indian
boarding school. It has provided us with many quotes and gave us a better
understanding of why the government and the general population thought that these
schools were genuinely helpful for Native Americans.

National Endowment for the Humanities. “Evening Star. [Volume] (Washington,
D.C.) 1854-1972, September 28, 1904, Page 12, Image 12.” News about Chronicling
America RSS, W.D. Wallach & Hope, 28 Sept. 1904,
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1904-09-28/ed-1/seq-12/#date1
=1879&index=3&rows=20&words=boarding+Carlisle+non-reservation+schools&search

Type=Dbasic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1949&proxtext=non-reservation+boarding+sc
hool+carlisle&v=0&x=0&dateFilterType=vearRange&page=1.

This Newspaper talks about the process in which a Native American child is
educated through the boarding school system. This source provided us with proof that
Carlisle Indian Industrial School was very influential in the 1900s, as well as an image
taken of the text to support that.
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This Newspaper talks about how Native Americans in New Mexico are being
“civilized” and more on the motivations for creating Indian boarding schools. We used
this source to support our argument that the schools weren’t only made to help Native
Americans, but also to gain land. We also used a quote to express how Native Americans
were being civilized.

National Indian Law Library. “Meriam Report: The Problem of Indian
Administration.” National Indian Law Library, Native American Rights Fund (NARF),

1928, https://narf.org/mnill/resources/meriam.html.

This source contained the Meriam report, in which the Indian administration’s
methods of handling Native Americans were questioned. We used this source to further
understand the problems with the Indian administration in the 1800s through 1900s, as
well as a major event that influenced Indian boarding schools.

Newland, Bryan. “Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative Investigative
Report.” Department of the Interior, May 2022,
https://www.bia.gov/sites/default/files/dup/inline-files/bsi investigative report ma

2022 508.pdf

This report, conducted by the Department of the Interior, extensively explains
what Indian boarding schools are, the school’s practices, the amount of schools in the
U.S., and more on Indian boarding schools. This source was vital to all of our research
and provided us with a majority of our information. We also used many quotes from it,
as well as PDF evidence.

O’Sullivan, John L. “The Great Nation of Futurity.” Edited by David Tucker,
Teaching American History, Teaching American History,
teachingamericanhistory.org/document/the-great-nation-of-futurity/. Accessed 1 Apr.
2024

This article gives a brief introduction to “The Great Nation of Futurity” written
by John L. O'Sullivan, as well as the actual text. This source gave us insight on how some
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Resource Center (dickinson.edu).

This image shows a map with the locations of off-reservation Indian boarding
schools in the U.S. labeled on it. We used it to support our argument that, because of
Carlisle Indian Industrial School and its apparent success, Off-reservation schools were
becoming more common in the U.S.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdR9HcmiXLA.
http://www.sfis.k12.nm.us/student_life
http://eji.org/news/interior-department-to-investigate-abuse-of-indigenous-children-at-american-boarding-schools/.
http://eji.org/news/interior-department-to-investigate-abuse-of-indigenous-children-at-american-boarding-schools/.
https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/locations-reservation-indian-boarding-schools-us
https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/locations-reservation-indian-boarding-schools-us
https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/locations-reservation-indian-boarding-schools-us

Whitney, Stu. “South Dakota Cities Take New, More Compassionate Approach to
Addressing Homelessness.” Mitchell Republic, Mitchell Republic, 7 Dec. 2022,
www.mitchellrepublic.com/news/south-dakota/south-dakota-cities-take-new-more-co
mpassionate-approach-to-addressing-homelessness.

This picture depicts a homeless Native American sitting on a sidewalk near a
Safeway store in Rapid City. This image showed us that many native Americans were
negatively affected by Indian Boarding Schools.
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This photo shows a small group of young native american students doing an
activity outside of an Indian boarding school. This image helped us depict one of the
many ways Native attendees were punished at these schools.
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newsroom.ucla.edu/magazine/native-american-indigenous-heritage-pow-wow.

This website contained a photograph of a Native American woman celebrating a
Powwow. It informed us how Native Americans take back their culture today, such as
POWWOWS.

Zalcman, Daniela. “Mary Cohoe.” Omeka RSS, IUPUI,
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into existence and how they ended, such as the many laws and movements involved.
This source was vital to understanding the history of Indian boarding schools. We also
used some well-placed quotes from this.
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the schools have impacted her. We used this source for a multitude of relevant quotes
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