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When we were first introduced to the theme of this year’s NHD project, turning

points in history, we wanted to find something all our group members could relate to.

For instance, one of our group members is Navajo, the other is familiar with mental

health, and we both are familiar with Native American history. So, considering this, we

researched events relevant to the theme and were within our interest, coming up with

the topic of boarding schools in New Mexico and how they affected Indigenous culture.

These schools were a huge turning point in U.S. history and Native American culture.

Before we started this project, we were already familiar with Indian boarding

schools in New Mexico. However, when we started looking for information, we did not

know precisely how Native Americans were affected by the nitty-gritty of what these

schools did or how they came into existence. So, keeping this in mind, we looked for

interviews of Native attendees sharing their stories, medical/health journals writing

about the mental and long-term effects, government documents/records that gave

information on the amount of children deaths and the U.S’s motivations, and news

reports about the philosophy of these schools and the more detailed descriptions of all

the sides of the story.

We first drafted an outline of our website by determining which of our sources

would support each argument. Then, we created a Google document that held all our

notes and slowly transformed those into our finished writing. Afterward, we organized

tasks that complemented our varied skill sets, such as one of our group members

programming the website and making it look aesthetically pleasing, fixing any

typographical errors, and so on. Lastly, with all our information organized and our

sources identified, we moved it all to NHDWebCentral, strategically placing images and

text in their respective places within the website software.



Throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries, federal American Indian

Boarding schools created a turning point in Native American history through the forced

assimilation of Indigenous children into white American society, the deliberate

destruction of Native American culture, the death of Native children, and a shift in

cultural perspectives of both Native and non-Native Americans. The forced separation of

Indigenous children from their families disrupted the intergenerational transmission of

traditional knowledge and values, which resulted in the ongoing loss of indigenous

languages, identity, and cultural heritage in Native American communities today.

The existence of Indian boarding schools and how they operated had a significant

impact on Native American culture and the perspectives of many people about Native

American rights overall. So, the schools created a turning point in history through the

deliberate destruction of Native American culture, syncretism of tribal cultures, the

deaths of many Native children, and a shift in cultural perspectives of both Native and

non-Native Americans.
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Newland, Bryan. “Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative Investigative

Report.” Department of the Interior, May 2022,

https://www.bia.gov/sites/default/files/dup/inline-files/bsi_investigative_report_may

_2022_508.pdf

This report, conducted by the Department of the Interior, extensively explains

what Indian boarding schools are, the school’s practices, the amount of schools in the

U.S., and more on Indian boarding schools. This source was vital to all of our research

and provided us with a majority of our information. We also used many quotes from it,

as well as PDF evidence.

O’Sullivan, John L. “The Great Nation of Futurity.” Edited by David Tucker,

Teaching American History, Teaching American History,

teachingamericanhistory.org/document/the-great-nation-of-futurity/. Accessed 1 Apr.

2024

This article gives a brief introduction to “The Great Nation of Futurity” written

by John L. O'Sullivan, as well as the actual text. This source gave us insight on how some
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government officials felt about expanding on Native American territory as well as what

manifest destiny was motivated on. We were also able to use a quote from this.

Robles, Diego James. “Hopi’s Bearshield Powwow Attracts Hundreds.”

Navajo-Hopi Observer News, Navajo-Hopi Observer News, 7 Sept. 2011,

www.nhonews.com/news/2011/sep/07/hopis-bearshield-powwow-attracts-hundreds/.

This photograph depicts one of the rooms in an Indian boarding school. This

photo helped us in our project because it showed us the conditions native american

children had to face in Indian boarding schools.

Sartore, Melissa. “What Life Was Like in an Indian Boarding School.” Ranker,

Ranker, 19 July 2018,

www.ranker.com/list/what-it-was-like-in-indian-boarding-schools/melissa-sartore.

This photograph depicts a group of native American teenagers learning how to

sew. This showed us some of the things Native attendees had to learn at Indian boarding

schools, such as sewing.

Sartore, Melissa. “What Life Was Like in an Indian Boarding School.” Ranker,

Ranker, 19 July 2018,

www.ranker.com/list/what-it-was-like-in-indian-boarding-schools/melissa-sartore.

This photograph shows a classroom full of young native american children

making wooden products like wooden planes, cars, and houses. This helped us with our

research because it showed that these schools wanted these kids to learn carpentry at a

young age so they could get a job in the modern world.

Sartore, Melissa. “What Life Was Like in an Indian Boarding School.” Ranker,

Ranker, 19 July 2018,

www.ranker.com/list/what-it-was-like-in-indian-boarding-schools/melissa-sartore.

This photograph shows the daily activities native attendees had to do at Indian

boarding schools. This image shows the many laborious activities Indian boarding

schools made children do.

“Secretary Deb Haaland.” U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Department of
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Those photographs show an old native american woman named Secretary Deb

Haalland, a U.S. Secretary of Interior. This image is important because it shows us who

is a secretary and is part of the same family that went to boarding schools for

generations.

“Stolen Children | Residential School Survivors Speak Out.” YouTube, CBC New:

The National, 15 June 2015, www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdR9HcmiXLA.

This documentary gave us first-hand interviews with Native American Indian

boarding school survivors talking about their experiences as young children. It also gave

us insight into how Indian school victims were affected and allowed us to express their

horrors more accurately.

“Student Life.” Santa Fe Indian School, Santa Fe Indian School,

www.sfis.k12.nm.us/student_life. Accessed 6 Feb. 2024.

This is the official website for the Santa Fe Indian School in New Mexico, a

reformed Indian boarding school. This source allowed us to show the evidence that

Indian boarding schools are better now and today help Native children connect with

their culture.

Urell, Aaryn. “Interior Department to Investigate Abuse of Indigenous Children

at American Boarding Schools.” Equal Justice Initiative, EJI, 16 Aug. 2021,

eji.org/news/interior-department-to-investigate-abuse-of-indigenous-children-at-ameri

can-boarding-schools/.

This image depicts a memorial of the missing headstones of the unmarked grave

sites at Indian Boarding Schools. This image helped us understand that many Native

children have passed away from Indian boarding schools.

Valentine, R G. “Locations of Off-Reservation Indian Boarding Schools in the

U.S.” Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center, accessed 28 Mar. 2024, Locations

of Off-Reservation Indian Boarding Schools in the U.S. | Carlisle Indian School Digital

Resource Center (dickinson.edu).

This image shows a map with the locations of off-reservation Indian boarding

schools in the U.S. labeled on it. We used it to support our argument that, because of

Carlisle Indian Industrial School and its apparent success, Off-reservation schools were

becoming more common in the U.S.
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Whitney, Stu. “South Dakota Cities Take New, More Compassionate Approach to

Addressing Homelessness.”Mitchell Republic, Mitchell Republic, 7 Dec. 2022,

www.mitchellrepublic.com/news/south-dakota/south-dakota-cities-take-new-more-co

mpassionate-approach-to-addressing-homelessness.

This picture depicts a homeless Native American sitting on a sidewalk near a

Safeway store in Rapid City. This image showed us that many native Americans were

negatively affected by Indian Boarding Schools.

Winter, Allison. “A Federal Investigation Seeks to Uncover the Painful History of

Native American Boarding Schools.” Ohio Capital-Journal, Ohio Capital Journal, 13

July 2021,

ohiocapitaljournal.com/2021/07/13/a-federal-investigation-seeks-to-uncover-the-painf

ul-history-of-native-american-boarding-schools/.

This photo shows a small group of young native american students doing an

activity outside of an Indian boarding school. This image helped us depict one of the

many ways Native attendees were punished at these schools.

Wolf, Jessica. “The Wow of PowWow.” UCLA, UCLA, 12 June 2023,

newsroom.ucla.edu/magazine/native-american-indigenous-heritage-pow-wow.

This website contained a photograph of a Native American woman celebrating a

Powwow. It informed us how Native Americans take back their culture today, such as

powwows.

Zalcman, Daniela. “Mary Cohoe.” Omeka RSS, IUPUI,

https://exhibits.ulib.iupui.edu/boardingschools/items/show/11. Accessed 4 Feb. 2024.

This photo, extracted from IUPUI University, depicts Mary Cohoe, who is a

member of the Navajo tribe, when she was a girl she was punished for speaking Navajo

while she was at boarding school. This image allowed us to express how much Indian

boarding schools have affected Native Americans.
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This website was a very important source for our website, as it contains many

relevant sources that we used. We also used many of the quotes to support our argument

for the background pages.

Carrillo, Sequoia, and Allison Herrera. “Federal Indian Boarding Schools Still

Exist, but What’s Inside May Be Surprising.” NPR, NPR, 6 June 2023,

www.npr.org/2023/06/06/1155723922/federal-indian-boarding-schools-still-exist#:~:t

ext=In%20the%20mid-20th%20century,Four%20are%20still%20open%20today.

This website talks about how Riverside, an Indian boarding school, has changed

compared to what it used to be. The source has provided us with information about

reformed boarding schools today and how they operate in comparison to how they were

in the 1800’s to 1900’s.
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rding-schools-to-assimilate-indigenous-children.

This news report, based on an investigative report conducted by the Interior

Department explains what Indian boarding schools are and what they used to do, as well

as other important information. The article furthered our understanding of what

happened in Indian boarding schools, as well as what the federal investigative report

was. It also provided us with many useful quotes.

Griswold, Shaun. “Boarding School History Underpins Yazzie Martinez Findings

on Native Education.” NewMexico In Depth, New Mexico in Depth, 19 Aug. 2021,

nmindepth.com/2021/boarding-school-history-underpins-yazzie-martinez-findings-on-

native-education/.

This source discusses the poor Native American education in New Mexico, as well

as known and unknown Native children's burial sites, both of which were affected

because of Indian boarding schools. We extracted quotes from this, as well as used some

of its images to support our arguments.
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This exhibit, from Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis,

showcases informative media about Indian boarding schools, and more specifically

explains them from beginning to end. We were able to find many images and quotes

from the source, as well as primary sources.

Little, Becky. “Government Boarding Schools Once Separated Native American

Children from Families.”History.Com, A&E Television Networks, 10 July 2023,

https://www.history.com/news/government-boarding-schools-separated-native-americ

an-children-families

This article talks about the founder of Indian boarding schools, why he made

them, and how Native Americans were affected by the schools. This source informed us

about the history behind Indian boarding schools and also more about the laws that

allowed these schools to exist.

Luci, Tapahonso. “For More than 100 Years, the U.S. Forced Navajo Students

into Western Schools. The Damage Is Still Felt Today.” Smithsonian, Smithsonian

Institution, 1 July 2016,

www.smithsonianmag.com/history/decades-us-government-forcibly-placed-native-stud

ents-western-schools-effects.

This article explains how the U.S. government made Native Americans move

from their homelands to reservations, in which Natives had poor living conditions.

Later, the U.S. started taking Native children to Indian boarding schools to be

“Civilized.” This source Helped us better understand the timeline in which Native

Americans started entering Indian boarding schools.

National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition. “US Indian

Boarding School History.” The National Native American Boarding School Healing

Coalition, NABS,
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nning%20with%20the%20Indian%20Civilization,genocide%20through%20the%20rem

oval%20and. Accessed 2 Feb. 2024.

The National Native American Boarding School Coalition made this article to

educate people on how Indian boarding schools came into existence and what they did

to native children. This source informed us of some of the laws that made Indian

boarding schools and ended these schools. We were also able to use some helpful quotes

from it.
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“Native American Community Academy Home.” Native American Community

Academy, NACA, www.nacaschool.org/. Accessed 3 Feb. 2024.

NACA, Native American Community Academy, teaches Native children today. We

used this source to prove that Native American boarding schools today are a far cry from

what they used to be, such as teaching Native children about their cultures rather than

taking them away from them.

Nativehope. “The Restoration of Native American Life and Culture.” Building a

Hopeful Future, Native Hope, www.nativehope.org/building-a-hopeful-future. Accessed

28 Jan. 2024.

This article showcases six stories of the experiences past Indian boarding school

attendees had to face. However, they also explain how now that they do have free

speech, they will keep fighting to inspire others. This source informed us on how Native

Americans today deal with the effects of Indian boarding schools.

Npr. “History of Indian Schools Traced through Reports.”WUSF, 4 July 2023,

https://www.wusf.org/2008-05-12/history-of-indian-schools-traced-through-reports.

This News article has many major quotes that highlight how the Indian boarding

schools began and how they ended. We used this source for its multitude of quotes and

to better explain the white perspective.

Pitawanich, Christine. “The Dark History of Indian Boarding Schools in the U.S.”

KGW8, KGW-TV, 14 Oct. 2021,

www.kgw.com/article/life/indian-boarding-schools/283-33780bb7-cdc4-4ad8-80b4-b

95de7554297.

This new report explains how Indian boarding schools once treated Native

children, however, it also talks about how present-day Indian boarding schools are the

exact opposite of their past now. This article helped us understand how the schools

operated, how the children who attended were treated, how these boarding schools have

changed, and how they affect Native American generations today. We were also able to

use many useful quotes from this source.

Sartore, Melissa. “What Life Was Like in an Indian Boarding School.” Ranker,

Ranker, 23 Sept. 2021,
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In this source, writer Melissa Sartore explains what everyday life at Indian

boarding schools was like and how they removed the individualism and cultural identity

of Native children. This article gave us insight into how the schools operated and how

the children who attended were treated, as well as how daily life was for them. It was

also one of the primary sources we used for images.

Savages & Scoundrels. “1928 - Meriam Report.” Savages & Scoundrels, 1928,

http://www.savagesandscoundrels.org/events-landmarks/1928-meriam-report/.

This source gave us a brief insight on what the Meriam Report was. It helped us

provide a suitable quote, as well as gave us a better understanding of this important

report.

Schrank, Aaron. “Today’s Remaining Native American Boarding Schools Are a

Far Cry from Their History.”Wyoming Public Radio, Wyoming Public Media, 26 Feb.

2016,

www.wyomingpublicmedia.org/open-spaces/2016-02-26/todays-remaining-native-ame

rican-boarding-schools-are-a-far-cry-from-their-history#stream/0.

This News report talks about how different Indian Boarding Schools today are

compared to what they were like in the 1800s and 1900s. The source helped us

understand how Indian boarding schools are today, as well as the effects they had on the

future Native American generations.

University at Albany. “Libguides: Native American Law: Native American /

Indian law.” Native American / Indian Law - Native American Law - Libguides at

University at Albany, State University of New York, 22 Dec. 2023,

https://libguides.library.albany.edu/native_am_law/irs

This Journal explains the more legal side of how Indian boarding schools came

into existence and how they ended, such as the many laws and movements involved.

This source was vital to understanding the history of Indian boarding schools. We also

used some well-placed quotes from this.

Waxman, Olivia B. “Historian: American Indian Boarding Schools and Their

Impact.” Time, Time, 17 May 2022,

https://time.com/6177069/american-indian-boarding-schools-history/.

This interview with Brenda Child explains how the Indian boarding schools

started, the Investigative Report made by Deb Haaland and Bryan Newland, and how
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the schools have impacted her. We used this source for a multitude of relevant quotes

and also to further understand the importance of Carlisle Indian Industrial School.


