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From the beginning, I wanted to do a project that hadn’t been overdone. Since the theme
for National History Day was “Frontiers in History,” I thought originality would be hard, since
so many social and physical frontiers have been used in multitudes of projects and programs.

As | was perusing through topics on the internet, | saw an article that discussed the
highway system, specifically the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956. I didn’t know much about
its origin, and when | dug deeper into its story, | was intrigued. Something as mundane as the
highway system—something that | and millions of others took for granted—had been a
significant frontier in so many ways, from revolutionizing the way we travel, to changing the
way we live. However, it hasn’t been talked about as much, save for a handful of articles
discussing the FAHA’s 50th anniversary in 2006.

As | continued to research the FAHA of 1956, | learned so much about the era, as well as
the man behind the accomplishment—Dwight D. Eisenhower. His experiences as a young Army
Lieutenant Colonel, and, later, during the Second World War, helped shape his policies as
President, including his push for an Interstate Highway System. | also discovered many other
fascinating stories, such as the tireless negotiations with Congress to pass the legislation, as well
as the fallout from communities displaced by the construction of the network.

| began to formulate my thesis, debating how to present my argument most effectively. A
website seemed to be the perfect presentation, because | would be able to weave historical stories
and facts with modern media and technology—a blend of old and new like the connections made
by the Interstate Highway System itself.

| started researching by finding government websites that talked about the Interstate

Highway System. The Department of Transportation’s website provided an extremely helpful
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overview. Then, | looked at the Eisenhower Library and academic research papers for primary
sources and media.

My next step was to compile my sources into a workable outline, as my argument began
to take shape. | added and eliminated my points, based on whether I could support the claims
with direct evidence. | found this to be the most interesting part of the project, since | mentally
debated with myself during the process as | considered all sides and evidence.

After completing my research, | became even more convinced that it was a perfect fit for
this year’s “frontier” theme. | finalized my argument that the Federal-Aid Highway Act, as one
of the biggest government projects of the 20™" century, literally and figuratively “paved” the
American frontier, and “drove” America into the modern world.

Life in America changed drastically after its creation, and so many previously impossible

dreams were suddenly attainable.
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Highways.dot.gov, 1996, highways.dot.gov/public-roads/summer-1996/federal-aid-highway-act-
1956-creating-interstate-system.
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This article gave some background into why Eisenhower saw the need for a national highway
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