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A National Park is an area of land preserved forever by a government or leader of a
country. People thought that development out West was good for America at the time. That all
changed when President Ulysses S. Grant signed a bill on Friday, March 1st, 1872 that protected
Yellowstone National Park from human development, making it the world's first national park
(Henry 124). That is why Yellowstone National Park is a frontier in the history of national parks.
The day the bill was signed, Yellowstone made the national spotlight. The passing of this bill had
an immense impact on the nation after people saw the pictures and photographs the explorers
took after being sent by the government to prove the land should be protected (“Birth of a
National Park™). The creation and success of the park influenced the U.S. government to protect
more land and create other national parks out West. Squatters and poachers were still causing
mayhem in the area; that is why the army was brought in, to enforce rules and evict
troublemakers (“Birth of a National Park”). Yellowstone National Park is an important piece of
American history that, quite literally, changed the landscape of the nation forever.

I first chose my topic by thinking of topics that would tie into the theme while also being
something that I was interested in and knew a little bit about. From there, I did research on all of
them and found which one had the most sources. I settled on Yellowstone National Park and did
my research before starting.

I first looked for primary sources that I could use when conducting my research. I first

searched for the bill that was signed to protect Yellowstone and then went on to look for images
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and newspaper articles and I found some that provided good information. From there I looked for
secondary sources that could give me new information then what the primary sources gave me. I
then started on the paper.

For the category, [ was given the choice of a website or documentary. I chose to do a
website and created it using NHD Web Central. I started by focusing on each page one by one. I
then went back through and put pictures and citations in. I chose to do a green background with
black wording to show that the green represented land undeveloped by humans while the black

wording displays cities that are encroaching on the landscape.
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14 Nov. 2022.

This website is a secondary source and provides a summarized story of the different
events that happened in Yellowstone National Park. It is located in the Frontier, Influence,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=attsgrXtHAc

