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I chose my topic because I’m interested in environmental rights and their impact. 

Growing up, I have always loved the outdoors and spending time in nature, such as hiking with 

my family. Although there were many different ways I could take environmental rights, I’ve 

always been fascinated by Yellowstone National Park. However, I’ve never thought about how 

the park was established. As I looked deeper into the establishment of the park, I realized that 

although many people only see the positive impact of the park and the change it brought about, 

there was also a negative impact. The U.S. government took more responsibility for protecting 

environmental rights and natural areas, but many native tribes lost their rights.  

Originally during my research, I mainly used websites for information, and while this was 

essential to understanding different facets of my topic, I didn’t have many primary sources. 

However, as I started digging deeper and looking further into my topic, I found primary sources 

that gave me insight into what it was like on the expedition documenting Yellowstone’s features. 

I discovered newspapers detailing various experiences, and I found a letter showing me what it 

was like to experience the things that happened at that time. It gave me deeper knowledge from 

a different point of view. Primary photographs also played a large role in my research, because 

they gave me visuals of the park at the time of establishment. My class took a trip to the UW 

library, helping me find good information to use in my project. 

I wanted to pick a category that enabled me to have some freedom and creativity in my 

project, while still getting information across efficiently and clearly, so a website seemed like the 

best fit. A website gives me the ability to have fun with the layout of my pages while still 

conveying information well. Learning to manipulate the website program was challenging, and 

there were many things that I had to practice to get them how I was hoping for. I worked with 

other classmates also doing websites to share knowledge on what we learned about the 

program, and that helped me find easier ways to complete my website.  

Although the establishment of Yellowstone National Park on March 1, 1872, encouraged 

tourists to visit natural wonders in the West, it also contributed to Native American relocation to 



reservations outside newly formed park boundaries, eliminating their use of the park's 

resources. Yellowstone National Park, sparked by the Hayden Geological Survey, spurred the 

government's responsibility to protect environmental rights while simultaneously taking away 

native rights. The establishment of Yellowstone National Park had many lasting impacts, such 

as the sixty-three other national parks established as a result of the success of Yellowstone. 

President Roosevelt was a significant supporter of the national park movement, establishing five 

national parks and eighteen national monuments during his presidency. He signed the 

Antiquities Act into law, enabling presidents to reserve public land for national monuments, 

making establishing these monuments easier. 
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