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American Alliance of 1778 by giving me firsthand knowledge of the specific terms used 

and of the specific commitments of each party, His Most Christian King (French Louis 
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Sicard, Louis-Marie. “Louis XVI.” Miniature painting. 1782. Musée du Louvre. Accessed May 

8, 2022. https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ark:/53355/cl020019390 

 

This is a portrait of Louis XVI, the French King at the time of the American Revolution. 
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Europe and his two main goals: 1) to overcome the 1763 Treaty of Paris and 2) to put 

France as a mediator in Europe. This has made me understand better the reasons that 

pushed the French leaders to sign the alliance with Americans. 
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This source focuses on Britain’s proposals for conciliation with the American colonies 

and how they failed, notably because of wrong timing. It also shows the debates 

happening in the British Parliament and society before and during the American 

Revolution. By highlighting the interactions between Britain and America, this source 

has enriched my understanding of the diplomacy surrounding the French American 

Treaties of 1778. 
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establishing relations with France, securing its support for America, and signing the 1778 
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This article gives a detailed account of Franklin’s diplomatic mission in France. Focusing 

on context, strategies, and obstacles, it explains how Franklin succeeded in getting the 

Franco-American Alliance and the 1783 Peace Treaty signed. I have used this knowledge 

to enrich the “Early American Diplomacy” page of my website. 
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did America win the revolutionary war?” analyzing the decisive role of the French 
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trade potential as a strength and played the balance of power between European nations 

to their advantage.  



 
Isaacson, Walter. Benjamin Franklin: An American Life. New York, Simon & Schuster, 2003.   

 

This detailed biography of Benjamin Franklin gave me a better understanding of the 
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Revolutionary War, first secretly and then officially. This source provided me with 
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Focusing on Lafayette’s departure for America in 1777, in defiance of King Louis XVI’s 

orders, this source highlights Lafayette’s commitment to the American cause, while 

showing that other French officers joined the fight even before the 1778 Treaty of 
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This book gave me detailed knowledge of the events that led to the treaties as well as the 

immediate impact of the 1778 alliance. The book gives a good historical background, 

showing the debates happening in France about whether or not France should enter a war 

with Britain and the debates happening in the Congress. It has also enriched my 

understanding of both the alliance’s greatest success – the American-French victory at 

Yorktown – and the alliance’s first failure, when the Americans negotiated a separate 

peace treaty with Britain.  
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Showing why the Americans emphasized the trade card, this book also explains that, at 

the beginning of the war, the Americans did not understand why France refused to 

immediately sign a treaty with them. The book describes the public reactions to the 

treaties as well as the debates over the alliance in the newspapers (Loyalists vs. Patriots), 

and I have used this knowledge in the “Triumph of the Alliance” page of my website.  
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In this article, Chris Tudda focuses on Britain’s failed attempts at reconciliation with its 

American colonies, highlighting the growing gap and misunderstanding as time passed. It 

also gives valuable information on French diplomacy and on how the American 

commissioners in Paris used the threat of reconciliation with Britain after Saratoga to 

convince the French to sign the alliance.  
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This article demonstrates the big differences between the French and the Americans at 

the time of the American Revolution. It also highlights the King Tobacco Diplomacy, 

showing that economic considerations were always at the back of the French diplomats’ 

minds. It underlines that this tobacco diplomacy was a failure because just a few years 

after the Treaty of Paris ending the war in 1783, most of the transatlantic trade went back 

to Britain, in particular tobacco. 

 


