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Process Paper

As a passionate lover of music and history, delving into the life and work of sound engineer Jack
Mullin was a natural choice for our project. Mullin's fusion of these two passions, coupled with
his groundbreaking contributions during World War Two, made him the perfect subject for
exploration.

Our journey began with extensive research, primarily conducted remotely at the Jack Mullin
collection housed in the Pavek Museum of Broadcasting in St. Louis Park, Minnesota. Immersed
in Mullin's archives, we unearthed the pivotal role he played in revolutionizing sound recording
technology.

To enrich our understanding, we interviewed the director of education at the Pavek Museum via
Zoom, who provided invaluable insights and directed us to additional resources at the Ampex
and 3M archives. As well as this, we interviewed Jack’s daughter, Eve “Mullin” Collier, via
Zoom. Eve gave us some insights into Jack as a man. Due to his advanced editing techniques, he
was worried that his invention may be used to manipulate sound unethically. He was never proud
of his invention of the laugh track, which convinced people there was a live audience. These
interviews provided firsthand accounts that illuminated Mullin's innovative spirit and his
enduring legacy in the field of sound engineering but also his honesty and integrity.

Drawing upon our research, we constructed a comprehensive website using the NHD website
maker. Our thesis statement encapsulates Mullin's profound impact: "Jack Mullin, a G.I. audio
engineer, changed the world of sound recording forever by adapting WW2 German recording
technology he found in his military service. His efforts catalyzed a transformative shift in
American audio recording, leaving an indelible mark on both culture and technology through
innovative sound manipulation and a drastic refinement in sound quality."

Our historical argument not only celebrates Mullin's contributions but also underscores their
enduring relevance. Mullin's pioneering work laid the foundation for modern sound recording
techniques, shaping the way we experience music, film, and multimedia. He also created the first
video tape recorder, a turning point in the media industry. Moreover, in today's era, where AI is
increasingly utilized to manipulate sound and images for various purposes, understanding
Mullin's legacy serves as a cautionary tale against the potential misuse of audio technology to
deceive and manipulate.

In conclusion, our exploration of Jack Mullin's life and work not only sheds light on a
lesser-known figure in history but also underscores the profound impact of individuals who,
driven by their passions, shape the course of technological advancement and cultural evolution.


