
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Keystone of 

the segregation decision of the U. S. 

Supreme Court, is Prince Edward 

County, Virginia, where one of the 
court cases originated. Foliowingis an 
editorial from last Friday's issue of 
The Farmville Herald, Prince Ed- 

ward’s leading newspaper. It gives 
a full yet concise explanation of 

the feeling of the people of that 

county regarding the court decision, 
and the steps they are taking to 

meet it.) 

The people of Prince Edward 

County spoke unequivocally Tues- 

day evening in a public meeting at 
which the matter of public educa- 
tion in Prince Edward County for 
the immediate future was discussed 
in a serious, calm, logical manner. 
Several shades of opinion were ex- 

pressed and sincerely supported by 
advocates. Jarmtan Hall, with seating 
capacity of over 1300, was filled, de- 

spite inclement weather. By a show 
of hands we judge that easily 70 per 
cent of the audience were white 

school patrons. The almost unan- 
imous action (not more than 25 con- 

trary votes) in effect reaffirmed the 
position of about 300 patrons and 
citizens who appeared before the 
Board of Supervisors on May 31 and 

requested that the school budget for 
Prince Edward County be not ap- 

f 

proved. The Supervisors disapprove 
ed the budget, and appropriated .the 

minimum, (50 cents per $100 valua- 
tion) for public schools as required 
by Virginia statute, which means 

that public schools in Prince Edward 

County can not be operated in the 
next school session. 

* 

Because of this action, the school 
board is without funds to employ 
teachers. Recognizing the irrepar- 
able damage to the school system if 
the teaching staff was dissipated, 
S group of interested citizens and 

patrons of the several white schools 
advocated the underwriting of a 

.sum of approximately $200,000 in 

voluntary subscriptions by which the 
teachers in these schools could have 

some assurance of continued employ- 
ment during the emtergency. The 

plan to organize a non-profit cor- 
poration and being solicitation of 

funds was overwhelmingly approved 
by the approximately 1300 patrons 
and citzens present. This is now a 

direct obligation of our people, ft 
is the largest goal that Prince Ed- 
ward citizens have voluntarily taken 
upon themselves. That It will be ac- 
complished we have no doubt, if the 
white citizens of the County share 
their proportionate responsibility. 

* • • 

The long series of events which 
forced the action might be reviewed. 
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Prince Edward County has long 
had an interest in public education, 
expressed In 177s by the founding of 
Hampden-Sydney College; In. 1873, 
When Farmville Methodists began a 
college, which was the basis for 
establishment in 1884 of Longwood 
College, the first state-owned Insti- 
tution for teacher training. 

In elementary education semi- 

public schools were a legion, but 
those who studied under the cele- 
brated C. C. Bass (1874-1897) still 

praise his pedagogy. Dr. J. D. Eggle- 
ston, of Prince Edward County, gave 
his life to public education and was 
the first superintendent of public in- 
struction in Virginia, serving dur- 
ing his career as president of Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute and later 
Hampden-Sydney College. To recite 
these facts is to show' the education- 
al consciousness of the county. 

• * * 

Buildings were inadequate from 
the beginning of free public schools 
and not until 1912 had a modem 
school been constructed for the 
white citizens. In 1926 the frame 
school building used by the Negroes 
since 1892 was replaced with a mod- 
em brick building. A second unit was 
added to the Farmville High School 
in 1927, and a second brick modern 
school building was constructed in 
1939 for the Negroes. This indicates 
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the effort which was being made to 
develop the physical property of the 
school system. Naturally, progress in 
the Negro plant followed that in the 
white plants, because an overwhelm- 
ing majority of the taxes were paid 
by the white citizens. 

* • » 

Immediately after World War II, 
there tfts an upsurge of Negro pu- 
pils in the County, and the consoli- 
daed school building at Farmville was 
incapable of accommodating them. 
With the purpose of meeting an 
emergency, temporary class rooms 

were built to provide instruction with 
the understanding that they would 
be used for ten years, to make the 
investment economically sound. At 
the end of that time permanent fa- 
cilities would be provided. Never- 

theless, Negro patrons became rest- 
less in their zeal for a permanent 
building. Possibly, misunderstand- 
ings were interpreted as undue de- 
lay. 
On April 23, 1951, without warn- 

ing the students of R. R. Moton 

High School walked out. Hie prin- 
cipal, an unusually able administra- 
tor, was absent from the school be- 
cause of an anonymous telephone 
call, when the walkout occurred. The 
strike was reported to have for its 

purpose to focus attention upon con- 
ditions at the school and to obtain a 
permanent building. Racial integra- 
tion of schools was not injected into 
the matter until NAACP lawyers 
were introduced upon the scene. It 
is our belief that the majority of 
the plairitiffs were under the im- 
pression that “a new school" was 
the sole issue. Certainly the survey 
by the Richmond Times - Dispatch oh 
December 12, 1953 indicated that the 
majority of pupils interviewed in a 
cross-section preferred their own 

school. - 

* * * 

The long road through the dis- 

trict Federal Court, an appeal to 
the U. S. Supreme Court, and 

months of study of myriads of legal 
facts and arguments, and the 1890 
opinion of this court, enunciating 
“equal but separate” philosophy, evi- 
dently had the Supreme Court di- 
vided upon the law. Death removed 
two of the most able Judges. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s appointee, Earl 
Warren, as chief justice, wrote an 
opinion, in an incredibly short time, 
based upon psychology and socio- 
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logy, completely reversing the lower 
court, and the former decisions of 
the Supreme Court. Senator East- 
land of Mississippi has proposed an 
investigation of the sources upon 
which this decision was based and 
charges that the sources are the 

I results of a “communist conspiracy." 

Hie decision of May 7, 1954, de- 
I dared that segregation in schools 
was unconstitutional trader the 
Fourteenth Amendment, and the 
Court adjourned for vacation an- 

nouncing that it would hear argu- 
ments later as to the form of a de- 
cree It should issue. In other words 
the Court said in effect that it 
would not make lt» findings effective 
until later. Even though it was un- 
constitutional on May 17, 1954 it 
could remain unconstitutional until 
the court got around to how and 
when it would demand it to become 
in fact unconstitutional. Of course, 
people confronted with a complete 
change, in customs and mores, were 
pleased with the respite, but the 
fact remains we have acted uncon- 
stitutionally for an entire year. And 
now with an ax over our heads in 
the form of decree to the district 
courts these unconstitutional acts 
continue. It appears to us that the 
Supreme Court and those who would 
integrate the schools, churches, and 
thus society, are depending upon 
gradualism, and In difference of 

many areas of people, to enforce in- 
tegration leading of course to amal- 
gamation of the races 

The people of Prince Edward have 
seen the effective work of the 

NAACP legal staff, and we believe, 
Of .the psychological “brain-wash- 

ing.” Recent pronouncements of the 
NAACP are that the principal of in- 

tegration will be pushed with vigor. 
As a defendant in the case and with 

the implementation directed only to 
this county in Virginia, we are not 
willing to choose integration of 

schools as an impending fact. 

As a matter of principle, the peo- 
ple of the county believe that sep- 
arate schools are In the best Inter- 
est of the people, and lor the best 
Interest of education. The Board of 

Supervisors, supported by the white 
people, refused to appropriate funds 
for the school budget, which was in 
effect a choice between integrated 
schools or no schools. Prince Ed- 

ward occupies the place in court as 
the convicted prisoner on probation. 
The judge can act immediately with- 
out further proceedings. Other coun- 
ties like Nottoway, might concelv- 
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ably operate another year on the 

segregated basis given time to delay 
in court proceedings. That is the 

reason that Prince Edward has 

stood, on a principle, ready and will- 
ing to sacrifice for a time its public 
education. The calculated risk of in- 

tegration is too uncertain. 
• • * *** 

Prince Edward has been careful 

not to set a state pattern for inte- 
gration. It has done nothing except 
to comply with state law. 

Whether or not Section IX of the 

Virginia Constitution has been abol- 
ished by the U. 6. Supreme Court’s 

ruling is a question yet to be deter- 
mined. In our opinion it has been 

abolished. 

Judge Leon Basile's findings that 
bonds authorized prior to the de- 

cision of May 17 for construction of 
white and Negro schools in Hanover 
County would be invalid, raises a 

serious question by the same rea- 

son that the Virginia budget for 

public free schools is invalid. 

Prince Edward County citizens 

have simply moved to retain intact 
its teaching forces, but they have 
not proposed private schools. 

In short, the Board of Supervisors 
have taken a stand on a matter of 

principle. They are backed by an 
overwhelming opinion of the white 
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Angeles; George Wright. Alberta, 
Canada; James A. Wright, Chrlst- 
lansburg; Ballard P. Wright, Roa- 
noke; Samuel Wright and Charles 
E. Wright, both of Catawba; four 

sisters, Mrs. Amy Sirry and Mrs. 
Rosa Burnett, Catawba; Mrs. Lucy 
Craft, Fincastle; Mrs: Tobitha Mo- 
ses; 23 grandchildren and 3 great- 
grandchildren. 

MRS. VICTORIA F. SPENCER 
Mrs. Victoria F. Spencer died at 

the home of a daughter, Mrs. R. S. 
Wall, in Bassett, at the age of 67. 
Other survivors include a brother, 
Emmety; Foley, of Salem. 

i _____ 

MRS. JESSIE H. ETTER 
A resident of Roanoke County, 

Mrs. Jessie Hylton Etter, died this 

week in a Roanoke hospital. She was 
52. Funeral services were held at 

the Tabefnacle Baptist Church with 
interment in Sherwood. 

She is survived by her husband, 
LeRoy E. Etter, Sr., eight sons and 
three daughters: Henry T. Etter, 
Jesse H. Etter, and LeRoy E. Etter, 
Jr., Roanoke; David Etter, Joe Et- 
ter and Kenneth Etter, Roanoke 

County; Charles C. Etter, Monroe 
Washington; Philip Etter, U. S. 

Navy, Lakehurst, N. J.; Mrs. Lou 

Noakes, Roanoke; Mis. Jean Bain, 
Hialeah, Fla.; and Mrs. Frenchew 
-_3—___ 
people, and many Negroes. If it be 

argued that Section 129 of the State 
Constitution is valid, the mainten- 
ance cf schools is a state repsonsi- 
bility. i 
Without prejudice, Prince Edward 

stands resolutely on the principle of 

separate schools for the races and 
' 
passes the matter to the State of 

Virgtnia. 
Prince Edward rests its case. 

Natinick, South San Francisco; two 
brothers and four sisters: A. "L. 
Hylton, Roanoke County; Wm. T. 
Hylton; Mlrs. O. C. Jordan, Eliza- 

bethton, Tenn.;' Mrs.- ©. M. Halr- 

fleld, Mrs. Etta Peters, and Mrs. 

Ada Floyd, Roanoke. 
^ 
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CLOY* M. BOWER 
Cl9y Moore Bower, 04, died this 

Week at his home near Christians- 

burg, this week. Amonrr his survivors 
is a daughter, Mrs. Rest Katherine 
Pratt, of Salem. 

ARTHUR L. FRALIN 

Funeral services for Arthur Lee 

Fralin, 23, of Roanoka, who died as 
the result of an automobile accident 
In Salem this week, were conducted 
by the Rev. Jesse E. Davis and 
Frank Gilbert on Tuesday. Inter- 
ment was in Fairvlew. 

MRS. GAYE M. NICHOLS 
A former Salemlte, Mrs. Gaye 

Manning Nichols, 40, died this week 
at her home in Hopewell. Funeral 
and burial took place there. 

sAe is survived by her husband, 
Tyree A. Nichols; six children, her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Mann- 
ing. Salem; four sisters and two 

brothers: Mra Gertie Hale, Bent 

Mountain, Mrs. Minnie Duncan, 
Salem; Mrs. Odessa Bolling and 
Mrs. Laura Walton, Ivoanoke; Sam- 
uel Manning and James R. Manning, 
Salem. 

SANDRA D. BOHON 

Last rites for Sandra Darlene 

Bohon, 11, of the County, who died 
this week, were conducted at the 

Bonsack Methodist Church by the - 

Rev. Jame D. Burford. Interment 

was In Evergreen. 
Pallbearers were J. L. Shocklett, 

Jr., E. L. McDaniel, Delbert Wilson, 
R. L. Gibson, J. L. Ohewning and 
John A. Parks. 
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