% CHAPTER 28
How the Negroes Lived P
'.*.'mfm' Sfrf?.'r?rja‘

SLAYE LAWE NOT STRICTLY ENFORCED

F ARLY In ‘l."irgilli;l-n h[x!ur_‘,' the General .-"|.li.-i-:'1r1ht_1.-' made laws

- closely controlling the Megroes. However, the laws were
not fully enforced. Many slave masters did not like to have
the state government meddle in what they considered their
private business. They managed their servants according to
their own methods. They knew the best way to control their
slaves was to win their confidence and allection.

Many Negroes were taught to read and write. Many of
them were allowed to meet in groups for preaching, for fu-
nerals, and for .lii:l_gillf_: ancl -:|:'L1Lc'1'1lg. ']'Ilf‘}' wient x-iﬁil[ng at
night and sometimes owned guns and other weapons. The
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treatment of Virginia slaves depended upon the character
anmd the common sense of their masters. It cannot be denied
that some slaves were treated badly, bul most of them were
treated with kindness. Public apinien in Virginia frowned
upon harsh masters.

FRIENDSHIF BETWEEN THE RACES

A fee]ing of strong alfection existed between masters and
slaves in a majority of Virginia homes. Richard T. Barton of
Winchester, whose father had freed his slaves and sent them
to Liberia, wrote of the parting hetween his father’s family
and the families of the freed MNegroes: T was quite a small
1:10}-‘ al the time, but I remember the incident Eurrf{:uﬂy. I re-
call the 1!‘(":":.‘-[‘”‘“5 [JJ[IE]}' that IJ.lTh'tl with these servants, who
were very dear to ns.”

Thomas Herndon was another Virginian who freed his
slaves and sent them 1o Liberia. He went on shipboard to tell
his servants a last good-by. When the master began to speak,
he became so choked with feeling he could hardly talk. The
tears in his eves brought a warm response on the faces of his
dc*pnrting servants.

Said Mr., Hemndon: "My heart is too full. I can 11;1rdt_1.'
51:\{'.;!]{. Yom know how we have lived I-.’:-g-:'1 her, Servants, heur
me. We have been brothers and sisters, We have grown up
together . . . You are now on the point of starting for the
land of your ancestors, Besides vour freedom, we have spent
$2000 in procuring evervthing we could think of to make you
comfortable—clothing, bedding, i:il[}lumuuts of husbandry,
mechanics’ tools, books for the children. Bibles, a family Bible
for each family. All these have been provided, and when you
have been there a few months, we will send you out another
5-"['}[!']}’ of provisions and will continue to do so . . . "

These are but two examples of the many records of affec-
tion which existed hetween masters and their servants. It
should be noted that Virginians referred to the Negroes as
servants and not as slaves,
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Even if the master were not a kind person. it was to his
own interest to keep his slaves contented and in good health.
If he treated them well, he could win their Iﬂn"all and eco-
operation. If he ill-treated them, his slaves might bemme sick
or run away. The intelligent master found it profitable to dis-
cover and develop the talents and abilities of each slave.
Negro vouths were taught to be blacksmiths, carpenters,
brickmasons, and other skilled workers. The more progressive
planters tried to promote lovalty and love of work by gifts
and awards. Many slaves were allowed to keep poultry and
hogs and to cultivate vegetable gardens of their own, and
they were allowed to sell what 'I'_he’\ raised. Thus, the indus-
trious slave was able to live better than others.

THE HOUSE SEHVANTS

Were the Virginia slaves overworked? This is a question
which has been asked many times. To answer it, we must un-
derstand that there was a difference between the house serv-
ants and the field hands. The house servants fared better
than the field hands. They were fewer in number and had bet-
ter minds and manners. Often large plantation houses had
more than enough servants; hence the tasks of each one were
light. They were better fed and clothed than the field slaves,
and they were more often in close contact with the master’s
family. In this way they learned much about the finer things
of life. The house servants took a great deal of pride in their
comfortable positions, and they looked down on the field
hands.

THE FIELD HANDS

The field hands worked from sunup to sundown. But they
were given a rest period at noon, usually from one to three
hours. Those who were too old or too sick to work in the fields
were not forced to do so. On some plantations every able-
bodied slave was given a certain amount of work to do each
d..i_v Thiz was known as the “task s‘L‘itEl:l'L It ];rrmm:niﬂ] the

\
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slaves from being careless or lazy, and gave them free hours
after they finished their daily tasks.

THE OVERSEER

A P]:III]‘.EI who had as many as Ihu‘t\\r slaves IISII.'I.“"_F el-
plo}red an overseer to supen'ise them. As a rale, the overseer
was paid a low salary and a share of the crops. The planter
often kept a close eye upon him to see that the slaves were
not overworked or lmdl}r treated. Occasionally, a slave was
given the position of overseer. He was rewarded in this way
when he had given the pliull:l:r umla‘uaﬂ}' gt:n)-cl service. Most
of the Virginia slaves, however, lived on plantations where
there were less than thirty slaves. Therefore, they did not
labor under overseers, but under the direct supervision of

their masters.

HOW THE SLAVES LIVED

The slaves lived in one-room cabins. with fireplaces at
which the cooking was done. The slave quarters of a large
plantation looked like a village, with rows of cabins on each
side of wide lanes or streets. The overseer's honse was at the
end of the street. These quarters were often at some distance
from the plantation house.

Each slave was given a weekly ration consisting of three
or four pounds of pork and plenty of corn meal and molasses
To this food were added the vegetables, fruits, hogs, and
chickens which the slaves were allowed to raise for them-
selves. Tbew fished in the fdvers amd [mnds__ tmlilpl:d rabbits,
and canght ‘possums in the woods at night. When a slave was
sick, tempting food was often carried to him from the master's
table. Christmas was the great holiday of the vear. At this
time extra rations and presents were given the slaves, and a
Christmas drink was served.

Every slaveowner furnished clothing to his slaves. Male
Beld hands received each vear two summer suits, two winter
suits, a straw hat. a wool hat, and two pairs of shoes. The



The slave gquarters on a plantation, Upper Brandon

Negro children wore only one garment, which looked like a
short nightgown. The Negro women were given bright calico
or linsev-woolsey materials from which they made their
T_'lld'.lthl"':i. I"I.Ii:ll'l_'l' WIMTHET '“-'hl'} were not .\'"TI"I'I\ZE f"l'lll"ﬂ,]gh (] “'ﬂ[’k
in the fields wove homespun cloth from which the slaves
clothes were made. Often the members of the master’s family
would hand down to their favorite slaves clothing which they
no longer needed. On holidays and Sundays these slaves
made an attractive appearance. They loved finery, and they
had skill in making old garments appear new.

Every effort was made to protect the health of the slaves.
On many of the big plantations there were slave hospitals. Tt
was the dut_\' of all mistresses to give sick slaves the same care
rhir_v gave their own children. The l'l].l.[]fl‘r.‘i 1:1'111 on hand a
51:PP|_1.' of castor oil, calomel, liniments, quinine, and ipecac.
Tll'll_"‘_\!.,"' WEere I‘_:!'['L'i_'r'l E“I’ 5ma " E'H X "!H‘ u:‘i.\_ f"lll!:‘i, {]_\'Sl""l il'l_"'l'}". ".'\'}]EH_JP-
ing cough, and measles, the chief diseases of the slaves. Doc-
tors were called to care for slaves who were verv sick.

The house servants hecame almost as much a part of the
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|1I-mh*r s lamily circle as its white members I':'Lr_\' had a share
in almost every family event. The new-born baby was placed
in the anns of a Negro purse who tenderly cared for the
young chiklren. The Negroes were always present at family
“t‘i{l“l_u\-. -”'I.l'_‘- were allowed to ook on at dances and other
entertainments, When members of the family were sick, it
was the \l';rww who sat all night h:\ the bedside. The \r::r- WS
PJ'L'IM!".'I.] the dead for burial. A strong tie existed between
slave and master becanse each was df-lu-luti-'nt on the other.
The master needed the work and lovalty of his slaves. The
slave was dependent for all his needs on the master. The slave
5% slem 1:|t'r||;|r||it'|! rI...! the master care for rhr* skave in child-
hood, in sickness, and in old age. The regard that master and
slaves had for |'.|.|:i| ot hieet madde I:l].:r;.l.ql',i.:ln 1“1_' ]|.|.]11:|.'. .a:ae[
prosperous.

The children of both rces could go everywhere on the
1!]...1.!1[..1.“-:!|. The white and Negrn I!I-l:_'.\ i:ll!jl_'l.t'tl. 1l.|.1;"'t'l]tr-r and
enjoyed vach other's company. In spring and summer the
boys went swimming together in the creeks and ponds. To-
gether they rode plow hosses to and from the ficlds. They
chased the cows, the colts, and the mules.
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The amusements of the adult slaves were very much like
the amusements of the masters. The white people danced to
the music of fiddles in ballroms lighted by many candles.
And the Negroes in the nearby slave quarters danced by the
light of pine Bares to the twang of the banjo. The masters
galloped after the fox and hunte o o sl el The Negroes

tl!-t]lpﬂl rabilsits }l_\ tI.t_x and prossums b m;lil.

BELMAON AND FLANTATHRN LIFE

Religion was an important part of the Virginia dave’s life.
But after Nat Turner's Rebellion, the law forbade slaves or
free Negroes to be ministers. However, it was the custom of
the master to have religious services in his home for his fam-
ily and his slaves.

Everyone in the slave quarters was glad to see Sunday
come. This was Church Dayv. Sometimes, in order to fet 1o
church, the Negroes had to walk four or five miles. 'lhc-}'
went dressed in their Sunday best. It was customary for the
shwves to sit in the gallery of the church, bul sometimes an
extra service was held for them after the regular service. All
of the religions worship of the Negroes, however, did not take
place under the watchful eves of the white men. Sometimes
they would 1-I1|1 away at TIIL"I! into the woods, where t]x"'h
would hold mectings and mnxhrp Cod in their own way.

THE FREE NEGROES

There were many Negroes in Virginia who were not slaves.
These were the free Negroes, Their oumber increased to 53 -
000 by 1860 The laws of Virginia which Einl*rrlﬁ;l the free
Negroes were strict. Free Negroes could not 1“!.1 or sell whis-
ke ¥, OF OWn ﬁrmn:ns. 'I'I'u'_\ wre rﬁiulrﬁl to be at home aﬁer
certain hours, and they could not be taught to read and write.
The laws which controlled the free Negroes were, however,
often not enforeed

Numerous free Negroes were skilled laborers. They were

hlacksmiths, shoemakers, tailors, carpenters, hakers, .md can-

When the dusv's work was over, the plantatun Mezroes enpaed the

dlemakers, and some of them were barbers. A large number of
the free Negroes were so poor that thev lived no better than
the slaves. However, soime were prosperous.

Before the Nat Tumner Rebellion the highest calling among
the free Negroes was the ministry. There were many eamest
and intelligent preachers among them. Some were so highly
rrﬂ.inlﬁl T]‘l.l'l‘ at tumes 1‘|'1r'- presic hed to white congregatons.

One important Negro minister was John Chavis, who for
- 1 1||:|.I:It|u-r HI :r:-;;r\ WWks |.1:l:||:|1-'i!<~:i u.1rI| 1]|:- Pn'\!:_\h'ri.-l, uf
Lexington and Hanover.” He studied at Washington College
{ now Washington and Lee University ) and at Princeton Uni-
versity in New Jersey. His ability as a preacher and his dig-
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nity of manner attracted much attention. Later, John Chavis
moved to North Camling, where he established a classical
school in which he prepared the sons of prominent citizens

foar rnHt-:_'n-.

HOW THE SLAVES FELT

Life among the Negroes of Virginia in slavery times was
generally happy. The Negroes went about ina cheerful man-
ner making a living for themselves and for those for whom
they worked. They were not so unhappy as some Northerners
thought they were, nor were they so happy as some Southern-
ers claimed. The Ne ceroes had their problems and their trou-
hles. But they were not worried by the furious arguments
going on between Northeruers and Southerners over what
should be done with them, In lact, Ilu-}' ihlil:l litthe attention

to these .ugulilr.'nls.

A r‘lt![rlh _\!haﬂl:llqﬂ -\.I,n'.d.\ .i;._:.d.ﬂﬂ’ ali T

CHAPTER 30

The Problems of Sfm-wj'

MANY VIRGINIANS DISAPPROVE OF SLAVERY

% 1790 there were more than 260,000 slaves in Virgmia. This
mumber was ].ugt < than that of any other state. Many Vir-
ginla.ns regre tted this fact. ﬁu‘\ xp-:li.r dL:IIiII'Lt shavery, and
S shtqlmldrnﬁ triesd to work out I:l‘i.u-u thﬁn:g‘h which the
slave system cmild be abolished, Am: g themn were Gex ge
Mason, Thomas ll'Ht'!\H!n. Patrick Hrur}. “ﬂ:rg!' “-ii-\lilllg'
ton, and John Randolph of Boanoke.

Mason declared that slavery cavsed sdavebolders to lose
sight of “the Digmity of Man which the Hand of Nature has
planted in us for great and uscful purposes.” Jefierson spoke

377
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of the evils of slavery: "I tremble for my country when I re-
flect that God is just; and that his justice cannot sleep for-
ever.” And when John Randolph of Roanoke was asked who
was the greatest orator he had ever heard, he replied: "A
slave, Sir. She was a mother and her rostrum was the auction
block.” Randolph was referring to the worst feature of the
practice of slavery, the selling of Negroes away from their
Families.

SOME VIRGINIANS FREE THEIR SLAVES

The Virginians who felt so strongly against slavery did
something about it. They persuaded the General Assembly, in
1782, to muke it easy for masters who wanted to free thelr
slaves to do so. In his will, George Washington freed his
slaves, and Robert Carter, of “Nomini Hall® in Northumber-
landd County, freed more than five hundred of his slaves over
a period of twenty years. William Ludwell Lee. who lived at
“Green Spring,” Sir William Berkeley's old home near Wil
lamsburg, freed his slaves and left lands for their use rent-
free for ten years. Richard Randolph, of “Bizarre” in Cumber-
land County, freed his slaves and set them up as small land-
owners on “lseael HHI in Prince Edward County,

The result of these and similar acts was that the free
Negro population increased rapidly. In 1790 there were 12-
866 free Negroes in Virginia. In 1820 this number had in-
creased bo 36,883,

THE PFROBLEM OF FREEING THE NEGROHES

There were more glaves in 1830 than in 1790, even though
the number of free Negroes had increased rapidlv. More
slaves were not freed because nobody could think of a plan
that would answer the problems of a large, free Negro pop-
nlationlt was believed that Negroes without the supervision
of white masters would Fall into crime and poverty. Free
Negroes were suspected of having an evil influence on the
slaves. This suspicion was unjust, but mest Virginia leaders

h'-.l-“. b l-; - 'bI;HIliI, hrl|u
‘5—: A rg u-n-p hum a4 Boe rae
--hlu wiiy pisalible iﬂmtudﬂn[

-H-pnrhul el - hica
A I*lnh L] I-ulﬂlm:‘lnpuu m:’ﬂ hund
e beaken, | Wil FEUR DoLb aBS vewast, st reafon
mi\-.:npnm.:m i ! qh-ir:.* bo lesored in o3 Scsin, wad TEN Dol

the retumm of o

ﬁlll!‘ EROWHNE.
ruminwuy slave

| seen- Aap's I'-‘n:u_,_j'-clq kg g
who asked for freedom for the slaves wanted it on one con-
dition: that freed Negroes be taken out of the state.

If the Negroes were to be freed, a place would have to
be found where they could settle. One plan was to secure
lands for them in the anoceupied areas in the West. The Gen-
eral Assembly thought this was a good idea and asked Con-
gress o set aside part of the Louisiana Purchase for the
sottlement of free Negroes. A group of free Negroes in Rich-
mond asked to be allowed to settle in the Missouri Valley,
John Randolph of Roancke provided in his will for the pue-
chase of 3200 acres in Mercer County, Ohio, This land was
to be used for the settlement of his four hundred slaves. John
Thon of Culpeper County purchased lands in Pennsylvania
for his slaves. John Warwick of Amherst County left his en-
tire estate to settle his slaves in Indiana. Unfortunately, the
white people of the North and West did not want Negroes
among them whether they were free or slave, Sometimes
hands of armed westerners drove Negroes away, and several
states of the Northwest passed laws preventing Negroes from
settling within their borders.

THE FOUNDING OF LIRERIA
As early as 1779, Thomas Jefferson asked the General

Assembly to free the slaves and settle them in Africa. Nothing
came of this plan at that Hme, It was bronght up again when
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the American Colonization Society was organized in 1816
Bushrod Washington, a nephew of George Washington, and
John Marshall were leading members. The General Assembly
showed its approval by giving money to send free Negroes
to Africa.

In 1822 Liberis, the Land of Freedom, was founded on
the west coast of Africa as a home for free Negroes, Tts capital
was named Monrovia in honor of President James Monroe. A
few thousand American Negroes went to Liberia, Of this
number, three thousand were Virginians. The progress of
Liberia was due largely to Joseph Jenking Roberts, a free
Negro of Petershurg, He was the first president of the country,

Liberia did not solve the problem of what to do with the
Negroes of Virginia and the other Southern States.”So great
wits the Negro hirth rate that the number who went to Liberda
was but a small part of the entire Negro population. Actually,
Virginia f\'egnwﬁ did not want to go to Liberia. They were no
longer Africans in their customs and habits, and they liked
Virginia food, Virginia climate, and Virginia ways of living.
Those Negroes who went to Liberia sent back ‘accounts of
wild Atrican tribes who did not welcome American Negroes.
They told of death from strange disenses, of snakes big
enough to swallow a man, of houses of bamhoo, and of farms
without horses or mules. The Negroes were homesick. Many
lomged to get back to the plantations and the people of

Virginia.

AR TIMES IN VIGINIA

At the time the Negroes were being sent to Liberia, Vir-
ginia planters were having financial dificulties. The price of
farm products was falling. Tobaceo lands were worn oul from
overuse. Planters were in debt. Many of them had to sell
their slaves to help pay these debts. Other slaves were sold
becanse their masters could not support them. Most Virgin
fans did not have the money to buy slaves who had to be sold.
Su Virginia slaves were often sold to planters in other sections
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af the South. In those sections the planters wese not having
stich serous money problemns. In fact. the planters of Georgia.
Alabama, Misgissippd, Louisiana, and Texas were prosperous.
Europe was anxious to buy all the cotton these states eould
produce. To niise more cotton, more slives wore needed.
Where were the slaves to come from? Virginia was purtly the
answer to this question,

Many Virginians thought it was wrong to sell their slaves
far away from home, and they refused to do it Othess wrote
in their wills that their slaves might be sold if members of
families were not separated. But this was not alwavs possible.
Many planters were forced by their debts to sell their slaves
even if it meant separation of families. Although some of the
Negroes were discontented with their lot, it must be remem-
bered that Virginia was a home as much beloved by most of
its Negroes as by its white people. Negroes did not wish to
leave their obd masters and their old fricnds,

VIBGINTANS MOVE S0UTH AND WEST

Not all the slaves who moved south were sold away from
their masters, In 1850 there were thousands of Virginians
living in the slave states to the south and west of Virginia.
Many of these people were masters who had moved with their
slaves, Virginia planters would send their sons or their neigh-
bors to look for new lands. On their returm they would report
on fertile sites for new plantations, There was a tesdency for
Virginians to move in groups into the Southern States, Some-
times it was a group of neighbors, sometimes a chureh congre-
gation. Most often it was just one family and its relatives,

Omne of the best examples of a planter who moved farther
south was Colonel Thomas Daboey of "Elmington” in Clou-
cester County, He had been ome of the most successful to-
baceo and wheat farmers in Tidewater Virginia, But he had
u growing family and owned two hundred slives. He needed
richer lands than those available to him in Virginia. After he
got these lands, his family and slaves could live in plenty and
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comfort. 50 Dabnev visited Mississippi. Here he bought a
tract of 4000 acres in Hinds County. When he returned home,
he called his servants together and anmounced his plans to
move to Mississippi. If his slaves wanted to stay in Virginda,
El'.' ‘-\|||i..|'.| |l!' 'h.’l':l. \-r'li -.lll'.-li in '\i:l..li 4 !:\ 2% o i:l!l"r'.‘“.! tl!‘.'
breaking up of families. All his slaves decided to go with him
MY § ||r|:'|1.|r.|'::.-:_'\- -‘l:r '..i'::' |u-|,: i|n||:'||"|. | (4] "\1:\~iik\|pin
were carelully made “etther his fFamily for hids zlaves '=1||-Er-'|:1'|l
discomfort along the way. Thomas Dabney always sought the

weliare and haps

w5 of his slaves, and so he received their

full cooperation in their new home. His Mississippi plantation

was a model in the cotton kingdom.

HE ARFLITIHINISTS

On January 1, 15831, a newsy

-|-'::1r-'| in Massa .!I wetts, lts --.I:r--; WS 'i‘l...!!:::ru 1 bowaed (.armi-

Wl et catlbe] Illl: Libseretor was

som. Carrison and his followers were called Abolitionists

. 1 Lol -1 E 3
They wanbed to abolish shiverv: that is, they wanted to do
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away with it [lIL"- demanded the freeing of all slaves at onee
and without payment to their masters or regard for the laws

]‘I.I'"h'l.'ti!l'_"’ \].H.l:'l':.. They said that slaveholders were robbers,

1IIILI'I.|I.'!1.L1 .!:II! .’||I1".1'~.. T]u"r acrised !..:- tnasfers o W

fall"-T '~|.I‘.'4"1 L{1] |i|';i['h |_|'q-:' 1|.1|.||||1|1 inksts also said that the slaves

were not given enough clothes and that the masters beat thes

with .ll.i":l.'\:n ]..,'\!::ﬂ\_ | |';r-l, -\.,|'|r| ‘.|u:- shives wer W
bloodhounds, and [|1.1[. rexl Prpper and tn penting  Wer
poured into their wounds J!-.-:n used the United States mails
by S¢ ':.|;! '.hr'rl' :':]11:‘-'.\4- |:|1'.f:n'!|.r|- gl the Smith

Virginians were anpry about the false choarges of the

_'||_|:_~.|1:|'_|.;.|.1_-.'u ”u'x were sl f,;ll:"'. of sl crimes TS

feared that the acts of the Abolitionists wonld lead the slaves
to commit bloody deeds. Thev knew that the Abolitionist
1 i

had organized the Underground Railroad

UNDERGROUND RAILBOAT

.I.ll‘.' [ ::I:L': _'.'I:I.':.'Il. I';.I'.l:'-\.'.:! WS Gkf LIl ] 1% ! III! i | -
ionists that help

rumrway skaves escape from th W
" i
states It members hid the ronawavs in boens ad closets an

|
wer delinite routes and stations til

moved them by

thev reached Canada, Since Canada belonged to Great Brit

ain and not to the United States, the slaves would be Fre

there, Runaway slaves looked o Canada as the Promised

E.-Jll'.].
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great tragedy which shockes

'.:i!-:i.‘l l."‘LJ‘i'I.'-t Ly IE
wf 1|:|1- Eh |‘1r1h- Samith

It '.l.|\.H.|- '|-!'-|i'| m lee] b Nat Il-;-|.1.- i
:-]d.'\!' Oon 4 E}];I:l.lrl'-ln in S |.’.]l.l::':1‘.l n County. Nats mu Z.-'l- T,
\lll:"l, 1|..|I'.r .I\r'l"'. I':'r'll it !ri. ' II:'\- !!I i | i | I Wiy
when Nat was a child. Nat was quick to leam, and his master's
som taught him to read the Bible. He became extremely re-
|1l_:i||-r1'\i and was eonvineed he had orders froon Gael 2o Free the

slaves of his neighborhood and to go to Jerusalem. The only
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Jerusalem Nat knew was the Southampton County seat. This
was called Jervsalem before it was given its present name of
Courtland

Nat Turner had strange visions. Every time he looked at
thie d.\- I saw sigms which told him he must I!P-dtm a
hl:unl}' deed to Iree the slives. In the tl'lllrl of the nig'll he
heand voices tl.l‘gi.nld_" him on. An u.]l:l’m of the sum in 1831
made him feel this was God's sign that the time for action was
near. He whispered his plans to other slaves and got their
help.

On August 15 they thought they saw new signs in the
heavens which told them August 21 was the Fatal day. On that
day Nat and his friends armed themselves with com knives,
axes, and scvthes. Late in the night they tumed upon the fam-
ily of Nat's master, Joseph Travis, and murdered all its mem-
bers. Horses, firearms, strong drink, and the aid of other slaves
were secured. A horrible butchery took place on the planta-
tions along the road from Bovking to Jerusalem. Between ity
andl sixtv white men, women, and children were killed.

The black wings of fear hovered over Virginia as news of
the erime spread from plantation to plantation. The white
men armed themselves and began to hunt down the mad killer
and] his :.lxh- or seventy followers. With the appearance of this
armwe] « Eronp the re hl"“iﬂll h.'ﬂ:lpiﬁl But Nat Turner shppm:l
away from his pursuers and hid near the Travis plantation. He
was md found for six weeks, After his capture he was tried,
found guilty, and hanged at Jerusalem. OF his followers who
were captured, sivteen were tried and put to death. Twelve
were sent to the West Indies, where l!hr}' remained in slavery.

For weeks after the Nat Tumer Rebellion, there was
widespread fear in Virginia. The white people in other slave
states also became alarmed. Wild tales were told about the
bl reds of white « who were said to have been mur-
dered in Southampton County. So numerous were the rumors
of Negro uprisings that many white families remained awake
night after n{gl'lt.
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We now know that Nat Turner had no connections with
slaves outside his home county. But at the time many people
thought he was at the head of a plot which bound the slaves
together to murder white persons. The white people believed
this pIDI included pot un|}' the shaves of Virzinia st s tharse
of the whole South.

A DEBATE IN THE CEXERAL ASSKEMELY

By the end of 1831 thoughtful Virginians realized some
I‘]'l.'ing had to be done ahout the ]mjhle'-m of slaverv. When the
General Assembly met in December, a fow months atter the
Nat Tumer Rebellion, its members were much concemed
over the Fnlhk-m Some of the lawmakers asked that all Vir-
ghu:. \rgn'u-s be freed. The fﬁ*llng against shavery was

in Southwest \I.tgjlna. and that part of the state
which later became West ‘.rrgmu Mist of the legislators
whio wished to continue slavery lived in the Piedmont and the
Tidewater where most of the slave |mpu|.i|th|1| was found
Those who did not wish to free the Negroes said slavery was
the only practical way of keeping order among the large
Negro population of the state.

Aembery ol the Cmmeral Avsembly delute vl Btre of glaver 1831




Thomas Marshall, the son of the great
Chief Justice. and Marshall
were aided in their stand against slavery
by Dr. John Flovd of Montgomery
County, who was governor of the Com-
monwealth at that time, and by three
young members from western Virginia.
They were Charles ]. Faulkner, James
MeDowell, and George W. Summers.
These opponents of slavery were not
Abolitionists like William Lh}-‘ll Garri-
son. They wanted the masters to be
paid for the loss of their slaves, and they
wanted the slaves to be freed gradually
and then removed from the state.
Thuse who wished 1o free the slaves
lost by the close vote of sixty to sixty-
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seven. They might have won if money
could have been found to pay the own-
ers for the loss of their slaves. But there was not enough
money in the state treasury o pay such a vast sum. Also, no
satisfactory way could be found to remove the Negroes from
the state after they were freed. The people of Virginia be-
lieved that a huge free Negro ion would ereate great
hardships for both races. The freed Negroes would have no
money, no land, and no homes of their own. Many of them
would have no jobs.

SLAVE LAWS MADF STRONCER

Virginia followed up the failure to abolish slavery with
the placing of stricter controls on the Negroes. It became un-
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lawful to teach Negroes to read or write because of the fear
that they would get dangerous ideas from the books and
newspapers of the Abolitionists. Slaves were not allowed to
leave the plantations without written passes from their mas-
ters. They could not meet in social or religious groups unless
white men were present. They were not allowed to own fire-
arms. Groups of white men, called patrollers, were organized
to keep the slaves in bounds.

THE FROSIAVERY ARCUMENT

Virginia's inability to get rid of slavery led Thomas Rod-
erick Dew to answer the fakse statemnents made by the Abali-
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tionists. Dew said that slavery was unu& He was hup[‘N'.l'rtr_!‘.‘Iln
his re ]!E\ !n such Fis[m e "rut_mt.l.hh as the famous {E.I'ITN.'I‘
Edmund llulftn, the editar, € OF e ht.f]mgh_ and the Rev-
erend William A. Smith, president of Humh:lph Macon Col-
lepe. These men agreed that slavery was not only necessary,
but was good for both master and slave. They insisted that life
under slavery was calm and peaceful, They reminded the
Abolitionists that the Southern States had the constitutional
right to have t!n'nr*r_t It this had not been true, these states
wothd not love ratified the Constitution of the United States.
They further plu nted out to the Abolitionists that in the South
r|=r1'- wis Hitle e ity of the kind found i the North. Dew
said that if slavery were abolished, the Negroes would fall into
idleness, and the white [:H**!lh.' would fall into i'lll'li'ﬂ}

SLAVERY AND NELITH=S

H.q 4||||.\r|:-:|| T \l.ull"ln TaiEl -:l:|l\ I“\.II:IIE! 'Il'u* \lrﬂh .itH]
the South: it also divided the people and the sections of Vir-
ginia. Some of Virginia's leaders were convinced that slavery
wirs morlly wrong, and they attemple = | g achually and peace-
fully to abolish it. After the gradual abolition p!.m failed, most
Virginians came to resent the outside interference by north-
ern Abolitionists and to fear the possibility of slave uprisings.
Some Virginians began to argue that slavery was a positive
grow]

The Tu-!plr of western Virginka continued to oppose
slavery. They also lJI'l!thl.‘t]. the leaders of eastern Virginia on
such other 1'.|lll|'1rll' issues as representation in the General As-
sembly and internal improvements, The |k_-:|1n'|r of castern and
western Virginia grew so far apart in their ideas and aims that
eventually the separate state of West Virginia was established
bevoud the Allegheny Mountains

CHAPTER 31

Procress and Leadersh J'Lf}
Sfrom 1830 to 1850

NEED OF A NEW STATE CONSTITUTION

e western oxdiaties of Virginia had asked for 2 new state
Ttﬂn\hhu:un at the Staunton Covvention of 1816, This
demand went unheeded. The constitution of 1776 became
more and more unsuited to the changing necds of the pe |:-1
of a growing state. Many "'-ir*'lln.tn believed their state
should follow the L\llllp]{ of several other states by giving
e I1H|I|1¢, F '\h.lrl 1 I||1-' ﬂl:hi-'llnll.:ill T]IE\ T er]llil rh..
restriction of voting to property holders. They objected to the
oeminbies ]'u,jral_: ruled by the justioes ol the county couarts whio
W il I-!w'lﬂ:l |.n. !!u' |M1:1'I]1'_ l'rlH :ll)l)-illl.lm] I.u. rhv TP
CTnor.
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