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“In the early morning hours on April 26th, 1986, a flaw in Chernobyl’s fourth reactor caused the
machine to explode, sending radioactive gasses more than thirty-six hundred feet into the atmosphere.
The catastrophic explosion of Chernobyl devastated nearby towns and the Soviet Government while
causing damage to the environment and its inhabitants. Immediately following the incident, the barriers of
safety and health regulations were broken, as other countries scrambled to make sure nothing this horrific
could happen again.” We found our topic by recommendations from others, and ultimately stuck with it
through a fascination with both the science of it all, and how this tragic accident would affect people
going forward. Thousands of lives were lost due to the radiation, and repairing the damage cost over 2.5
billion euros (2,797,607,500 U.S dollars).

Seeing as though our topic mostly consisted of advanced science and radioactivity, we had to
search through more than a few books to find relevant topics while being careful to not accidentally go in
over our heads. Kate Brown, author of “Manual For Survival: A Chernobyl Guide To The Future”, was
extremely helpful, and provided many examples of how Chernobyl now shapes present day. We used
several books and websites, searching for facts that were informing, interesting, and most importantly,
true. As we ventured more into our topic, my partners and I discovered just how badly the explosion
damaged the surrounding area and it’s occupants.

My partners and I believed that having a website would benefit us in the long run as it would
serve as a new experience. We all thought using a website would allow us to create a somber atmosphere
and make use of resources that we wouldn’t be able to with an exhibit or documentary. In doing so, we
made a shockingly tragic and informative website.

The explosion broke barriers in history as being one of the worst radiation incidents ever. The
Chernobyl Explosion demanded new safety codes to be created after over 50,000 residents were forced to
evacuate the town due to nuclear fallout, around 4,000 of which are still affected by the radiation today.

After only being in use for 6 years, the sarcophagus that was built to prevent radiation broke and millions



were spent to build it again. Perhaps if we would of had better safety protocols, Pripyat, Ukraine would

still be a thriving boomtown and the hundreds that died and suffered would still be living peaceful lives.
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This source describes the horrors of radiation poisoning and how it affects human beings. It also
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The website “Chernobyl Accident.”, helped to show the background of Chernobyl’s reactors, and
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was done after the accident to cease the radiation spreading. It also included some of the key
events that lead to the nuclear explosion.
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The website, “Chernobyl, The secrets they tried to bury”, really helped us to see more in depth
about when it exploded, like the sounds that the reactor made before it exploded, or what the
workers saw as it exploded. It described what the workers, and safety personnel did in the
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This source describes who was affected and how anyone 20 to 130 km away were majorly
affected by the explosion and the residual radiation). The article also describes the circumstance
of the reactor’s explosion, as well as why this was so impactful to the surrounding
areas/environment.
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This article was good at showing both sides of the scientific debate whether the cancers caused

after the nuclear accident were due to situational stress or radiation. “Chernobyl’s Survivors...”

was very insightful as to how the public reacted to the sudden radiation and health threats and as

to how the Soviet government handled the issue (by sugar-coating the situation and underplaying
the events) as well.
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The author interviewed Mr. Sasha Yuvchenko, who was a worker during the Chernobyl
explosion who went under urgent care after he was severely irradiated. Yuvchenko described the
aftermath of radiation poisoning, what it was like during treatment, and how he overcame the
damage set by the explosion. He also vividly described how radiation affected his shoulder,
which sustained the most damage, and how it took him years to recover the destroyed tissue.
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This article shows us what an outside reporter thought about the accident and why he believed
other writers to be false, considering there were many points of view at the time.The amount of
people killed while trying to stop the fire was also noted, instead of the overall casualties. It
describes the Chernoyl radiation to be in “hot spots” around Europe and Ukraine.
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This newspaper article explained the long term aftermath of Chernobyl’s radiation and its effects
on the ecosystem. Because of the radiation poisoning leaking into the area’s surrounding plants,
the entire diameter is at risk for wildfires and pollution.
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This magazine article was very informational around the topic of experts who have

researched extensively around the topic of Chernobyl, and their input on it. It also covers some of

the health statistics, such as how some of the workers were diagnosed with cancer shortly after. It
talked about what the radiation caused to happen afterwards as well.
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This website article really gave some good insight on things that happened 30 years after such as
that it was placed under military control. It talks more about what was done to contain the radio
activity. It also talked about some wildlife that is slowly coming back to the location. They also
talked about some of the negative effects of Chernobyl on animals.Some of the birds living near
Chernobyl have a brain size five percent smaller than birds living in different places of the same

species.



