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When choosing our topic for NHD, we were influenced by our family’s history as many

of our family members have served in the United States Military. We were specifically interested

in pilots and aviation because some of our family lineage were pilots and engineers in recent

wars. For example, we have family members who were fighter pilots in the Vietnam War, while

others were involved in designing engines for airplanes in World War II. Ultimately, we were

interested in choosing the Tuskegee Airmen because they were one of the most skilled fighter

pilots in aviation history while serving as role models for the Civil Rights Movement.

We began our research by looking at broad databases and websites for basic information

about the Tuskegee Airmen. After gaining this understanding, we started to dive deeper into

more specific secondary sources. Many of these sources discussed the creation of the Tuskegee

Airmen, their war success, as well as the awards they received after the war. We proceeded to

take this information and make notecards for each source that we thought was useful. Our

notecards would provide a summary and analysis of a passage from the source. We also

discussed how we would use this information on our website. After this, we made different

sections for each notecard, which would allow us to organize the notecards by theme. After

completing and organizing our notecards, we began our work on curating a website that would

display the information in a sleek but informative way.

Our decision to make a website stemmed from our desire to present our information in a

creative manner that could be navigated in a rather chronological fashion. We found that

embedding media onto our website would be most effective, as it would further cater to our

audience. We enjoyed the ability to express our topic in a creative way that could be shared and

easily accessible. Furthermore, our final decision was made rather quickly as we knew it would



be a challenge that was worth taking, and we could imagine the final product to exceed our

expectations.

The Tuskegee Airmen were a turning point in American history because the group

allowed for the desegregation of the United States Military. After World War II, the Tuskegee

Airmen received numerous awards for the contributions that they made during combat. Their

demonstrated success asserted to the military that African Americans were suitable for obtaining

high military jobs because of how effective they were in combat. As a result, President Truman

signed Executive Order 9981, which officially marked the desegregation of the United States

Military. Their legacy was not just restricted to the military, but the general public as well. Their

achievements helped advance the civil rights movement, proving that no race is superior to one

another.
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